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By Kitsey Burns Harrison
kburns@yadkinripple.com 

This spring the SECU Hospice Home 
of Yadkin will open its doors. The new 
hospice home will be located on North 
Lee Avenue in Yadkinville.

It will be Yadkin County’s first full 
service hospice facility.

“The demand for hospice services is 
growing at a constant rate, and we do 
not see this trend slowing,” said Denise 
Watson, Executive Director of Moun-
tain Valley Hospice. “Currently about 
35% of terminally ill patients in Yadkin 
County use hospice services, but with 
the new hospice home, we will be able 
to serve more patients who really want 
and need compassionate care.”

“Without a local hospice home some 
of these patients must travel to Dobson 
or to Winston-Salem and sometimes 
they travel as much as an hour away, 
which can be challenging going every 
day to see a loved one,” she added.

The new Yadkin County hospice 
home will offer a private, home-like set-
ting, designed specifically to provide 
end of life care for patients who can 
no longer stay in their own home. The 
10,000 square foot Yadkin facility will 
feature six patient suites with private 
baths, and enclosed outdoor patios. 
The new hospice home will also include 
a chapel, family living room, kitchen 
and dining area, a kids’ playroom, a 
teen room, community meeting room 
with covered patio, a sunroom, covered 
porches, and a beautiful courtyard with 
a view of Pilot Mountain.

Mountain Valley Hospice has been 
providing quality, end-of-life care, and 

compassionate support for patients and 
their families for more than thirty years, 
and serves 16 counties throughout 
North Carolina and Virginia.

“Our dedicated staff and well-trained 
volunteers provide professional, individ-
ualized care for those who need it most, 
and the new hospice home in Yadkin 
County will only enhance that service,” 
said Watson.

Private donations as well as a large 
grant from the State Employees Credit 
Union Foundation provided funding 
for the hospice home. In June of 2015 
the State Employees Credit Union 
announced its financial support of the 
home.

“We are pleased to be able to partner 
with Mountain Valley Hospice to sup-
port the construction of this great facil-
ity,” said SECU Foundation Board Chair 
McKinley Wooten Jr.

Mountain Valley Hospice & Palliative 
Care held a ground-breaking ceremony 
for the hospice home in December of 
2015. Marty Driver, director of Patient 

Services, said that initially a feasibility 
study had been conducted determin-
ing that there was a need for a hospice 
home in Yadkin County. The land was 
then purchased for the purpose of build-
ing a six-bed facility.

“It’s so difficult for families when 
they have a loved one that’s chronically 
ill and at the end of life because a lot 
of times no matter how hard you try 
you are unable to take care of them at 
home, so this is an option for people,” 
Driver explained. “It’s like home, not 
like a hospital. They’ll be able to stay in 
a nice room with their family who can 
visit. They’ll be a lot of support, chap-
lains will be available, nurses around the 
clock, all the things they will need. And 
it’s going to be conveniently located 
almost in the center of Yadkin County.”

For more information on services pro-
vided by Mountain Valley Hospice call 
336-679-2466.

Kitsey Burns Harrison may be reached at 336-679-2341 
or on Twitter an Instagram @RippleReporterK.

Hospice Home to open in Yadkinville Spring 2017
Artist rendering of the SECU Hospice Home of Yadkin slated to open in the spring of 2017 in Yadkinville.                                                                   Courtesy image  

The SECU Hospice Home of Yadkin.
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Quadrate Mandala quilt square on Whitaker Rd. in Boonville.

By Beanie Taylor
Beanietaylor@civitasmedia.com 

YADKIN COUNTY—Throughout the 
Yadkin Valley travelers can catch glimpses 
of art on common structures representing 
heritage and home. These paintings of quilt 
squares on buildings in Yadkin County have 
come to be known as the Barn Quilt Trail.

“The trail actually got started by a group 
of volunteers,” explained Jamie Johnston 
of the Yadkin County Chamber. “With such 
amazing old barns and other beautiful 
structures around the county, the committee 
thought it would be a great way to increase 
tourism by adding a Quilt Trail to Yadkin 
County.”

Indications are they have succeeded. “The 
trail has become increasingly popular over 
the last several years. We give out a tre-
mendous amount of brochures on the Quilt 
Trail,” claimed Johnston.

The popularity of the trail led to the 
partnership with the Yadkin Arts Coun-
cil. “As the quilt trail started to grow, the 
Committee asked the Arts Council to help 
administer the project, stated Johnston. “ 
As tourism continued grow and the Yadkin 
County / Yadkinville Tourism Development 
Authorities [TDA] were formed, the proj-
ect was then handed over to the TDA’s to 
administer.”

These examples of uniquely American art 
exhibit many of the intricate patterns used 
by fabric quilters every day. “[Barn quilt 
trails] have been in existence for decades 
and can be found all over the country wher-
ever quilters are,” alleged Carol McDowell 
of the Foothills Quilters in Elkin. “Quilters 
enjoy putting quilt blocks anywhere they 
can find to decorate with them. They are 
a colorful reminder of our heritage and I 

always love it when I spot one.”
Although some people who have quilt art 

might also be sewing hobbyists, many of 
them are simply art enthusiasts. For some 
the patterns used represent their heritage 
incorporating symbols, colors and style into 
the design of each unique piece.

“We have a new brochure coming out 
that has 49 quilt blocks on the official trail,” 
stated Johnston. The first year there were 28 
stops on the brochure.

Those who have a quilt square painted on 
their building can be added to the color bro-
chure for a one-time fee of $25 which helps 
pay for printing.

In addition to brochures, “[The TDA 
does] step-on-guide service for groups,” 
sated Johnston who thinks the Barn Quilt 
Trail, “gives our visitors the chance to expe-
rience the beauty of Yadkin in a beautiful 
and unique way. “

For more information about the Yadkin 
County Barn Quilt Trail contact the Yadkin 
County / Yadkinville Tourism Develop-
ment Authorities at 877-492-3546 or go to            
facebook.com/yadkinquilttrail?fref=ts.

Beanie Taylor can be reached at 336-258-4058 or on            
Twitter @TBeanieTaylor.

Heritage displayed 
throughoutYadkin Valley

Photos courtesy of the 
Yadkin Chamber of 

Commerce 
This Nine Square 
quilt was made in 
the 1040 by Etta 

Templeton for her 
daughter and can be 

seen at 5101 Crater 
Road in Hamptonville.

Chips & Wetstones quilt square on 
a barn on Pilot View Church Rd. in 
Yadkinville.
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Huge Selection of 
New & Pre Owned 

Travel Trailers and 
Park Models to 
Choose From

00883120

Our New Service Center is Now Open
For more information please visit our website at www.countrysidervcenter.com

00
88
13
81

By Kristian Russell
krussell@civitasmedia.com 

Yadkin County has long been a silent 
ancestor of the Civil War. Men from across 
the county took part in various aspects of 
the war – from lawyers, to soldiers, to the 
resistance – Yadkin County has Civil War 
blood running through its veins.

The County’s Civil War past is now 
marked by Civil War Trail Markers that are 
dispersed across the county. From East Bend 
to Huntsville, Courtney to Jonesville, and 
every place in-between, Yadkin County is 
full of Civil War history if one dares to look 
hard enough. Throughout the County, there 
are six Civil War markers that mark various 
events and places that are significant to Yad-
kin County and its part in the Civil War.

While there are six markers signifying 
event, one marker showcases a building that 
is still standing. Richmond Hill Law School, 
which was once the home of North Carolina 
Supreme Court Chief Justice Richmond 
Mumford Pearson, is located at the end of 
Law School Road in East Bend.

Pearson was an advocate for individual 

rights over the power of the Confederate 
government during the Civil War. With his 
law degree in hand, Pearson helped individu-
als who were arrested due to avoiding the 
draft or deserting the army. While Pearson 
defended those who were arrested, he is also 
known for being the only high ranking state 
official to hold office during both the Civil 
War and the Reconstruction.

The Law School was reconstructed in 
the 1960’s after it had been abandoned for 
several years. The Yadkin County Histori-
cal Society has managed to recapture the 
essence of the building and bring it back to 
life. The building allows visitors one day a 
month from May - October.

In the middle of the county sit two mark-
ers within a few miles of each other. Located 
at 127 Hemlock Street in Yadkinville sits 
the Yadkinville marker. The marker is posi-
tioned in front of the old jail and the Tul-
bert House. The marker states how Yadkin 
County played a role in the Civil War and 
indicates occurrences that came out of the 
county during the Civil War period.

Yadkin County’s Civil War past

Kristian Russell | Yadkin Ripple
Windsors Crossroads is marked 

with an American Flag.
See CIVIL WAR | 6
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discover
Jonesville

The Jonesville Welcome cenTer
I-77 at Exit 82, in The Heart of the Yadkin Valley

Tourism Specialists On Staff Monday-Saturday 8:30AM-8PM & Sundays 1PM-8PM - providing a wealth of information on the Yadkin Valley, its Wine Region and more!
For more information, call the Jonesville Welcome Center at (336) 835-2000

Go Anywhere
– Stay Here!

00882584

336-835-6000 336-526-6777

336-835-9400 336-835-1994 336-835-3609

Jo
ne

sv
ille

 To
uris

m Development Authority

Visit The 
Jonesville 
Greenway 

Trail!

Kristian Russell | Yadkin Ripple
Richmond Hill Law School is located at the end of Law School Road in East Bend.

The Law School has two signs - one Civil War marker, and another 
that explains the history of the house.
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Just ten or so miles away from the 
Yadkinville marker is the Bond School 
House marker. This marker sits beside 
Deep Creek Friends Meeting and 
showcases the events that happened on 
February 12, 1863. The Bond School 
House is where a shootout happened 
between Confederate militia, anti-war 
Quakers, and a Confederate deserter.

The battle at the schoolhouse esca-
lated as one shot started a parade of 
shooting which saw several men on 
both sides killed. The remaining fugi-
tives escaped - several made their way 
across state lines, some hid in the 
county, while others were captured. 
The schoolhouse is no longer standing, 
but the marker has taken its place to 
show that history can still live on.

Three of the markers in the county 
come from the same group of Calvary 
men. Huntsville, Jonesville, and Hamp-
tonville were all victims of Union Gen-
eral, George Stoneman’s Calvary which 
traveled through the county from April 
till May before making their way to 
Rockford.

In front of the Jonesville Visitor’s 
Center sits a trail marker that explains 
the Silver-Dollar Bell. On April 1, 

1865 the Calvary passed thorough the 
town of Jonesville. The Union soldiers 
destroyed scientific equipment that 
was located at the Methodist-affiliated 
Academy. The raiders left the bell 
untouched, but the building most of 
the equipment was damaged. The bell 
was placed in the cathedral at Jones-
ville First United Methodist Church 
where it still rings.

After the Calvary passed through 
Jonesville, they headed to Hampton-
ville to the trail marker that signifies 
Windsor’s Crossroads. A detachment 
of Stoneman’s Calvary headed in the 
direction of Hamptonville before head-
ing to Iredell County. Along the way 
the Calvary was said to have burned 
everything in their path including Buck 
Shoals Mill. The marker is located at 
5101 Windsor Road in Hamptonville.

On the other side of the county, the 
Calvary made their way across the 
river into Huntsville. They once again 
burned buildings and stole whatever 
they could get their hands on that 
seemed important. The marker for this 
raid is located in front of Battle Branch 
at 5110 Courtney-Huntsville Road.

While there are markers throughout 
Yadkin County for the Civil War, there 
are also historical markers that mark 

important persons and locations from 
Yadkin County. Deep Creek Friends 
Meeting, Richmond Pearson, Thomas 
Clingman, and several different loca-
tions have historical marker signs that 
signify their importance.

Although Richmond Pearson was 
an important lawyer for Yadkin 
County, Thomas Clingman became a 
well-known State Senator and Con-
federate General during the Civil War. 
Clingman was born in Huntsville, 
and attended UNC-Chapel Hill. He 
graduated and became a Senator before 
joining the North Carolina Militia dur-
ing the Civil War. His war career was 
noted as being unremarkable, yet the 
highest dome along Pilot Mountain is 
named Clingman’s dome after Thomas 
Clingman.

Along with the history in Yadkin 
County - Elkin, Siloam, and Rockford 
all have Civil War history that ties into 
the events that took place across the 
Yadkin-Valley. Through Yadkin County, 
the state of North Carolina, and all 
along the North and the South - the 
Civil War made its mark.

Major funding for these markers was 
provided by the North Carolina Depart-
ment of Transportation, through the 
NCDOT Enhancement Program.

Kristian Russell | Yadkin Ripple
The School House also has a             
road-side marker.

The Bond School House marker is located beside Deep Creek Friends Meeting at 1140 Deep Creek Church Road, in 
Yadkinville.

CIVIL WAR | from page 4
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Serving Surry, Yadkin, Wilkes, Stokes & 
Forsyth Counties for Over 70 Years

510 S. Main St., Dobson NC 27017
(336) 356-8241 or Toll-Free (800) 682-5903

www.syemc.com 0
0
8
8
1
7
1
3

Yadkinville
Chiropractic Center

204 N. State St.
Yadkinville, NC 27055

(336)679-8500

$3500 regulary $15000

SAVE
$11500

Chronic Pain Evaluation**
Initial Exam
and X-Rays

Yadkinville Chiropractic
Initial visit only

Not valid with other offers.
Must present coupon. Offer expires 12-31-17 008

826
67

Kristian Russell | Yadkin Ripple
The Windsors Crossroads trail sign is located at 5101 Windsor Road in 
Hamptonville.

The Raiding Hunstville sign is located at 5110 Courtney Huntsville Road, 
right in front of Battle Branch.

The Jonesville “Silver-Dollar Bell” sign is located at the entrance of the Jonesville Visitor Center on Highway 67.
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By Kitsey Burns Harrison
kburns@yadkinripple.com 

BOONVILLE — The Boonville 
Flour and Feed Mill, located at 203 S. 
Carolina Ave., has been an institution 
in Yadkin County for generations. The 
mill was built in 1885 and a General 
Store followed in 1896. Sammy Phillips 
purchased the mill in 1979 and his son 
Eugene Phillips took over the business 
in 2004. The Phillips family has been 
in the mill business for years. Sammy 
Phillips, a WWII veteran, owned a mill 
in his home state of Virginia before 
purchasing the Boonville Mill.

“There’s not many of them left, that’s 
for sure,” Eugune Phillips said of the 
business that still does things the old 
fashioned way. It’s not easy work, but 
it’s familiar to Phillips and something 
he takes great pride in.

“Ain’t many people crazy enough to 
keep it, but I enjoy it,” Phillips said 
with a laugh. “I was raised up in a 
mill.”

That family legacy is being passed 
on. Eugene’s daughter as well as his 
grandsons and several other family 
members work in the mill.

The mill produces animal feed as 
well as its Daniel Boone cornmeal, Our 

Best self-rising flour and both white 
and yellow stone ground grits. Cus-
tomers with larger orders pull directly 
up to the mill to pick up their prod-
ucts. Seven years ago, the family also 
opened the former general store build-
ing in front of the mill.

The store is a step back in time and 
a quaint place for customers to pick up 
flour or grits. Antiques, cookbooks, fla-
vorings, candy and other items are also 
available in the store.

Creating a quality product is what’s 
most important for the family.

“You’ve got to have good grain to 
make a good product,” Sammy Phillips 
said. The 92-year old still spends much 
of his time at the mill.

Eugene Phillips said they try to buy 
as much local corn and wheat as they 
can to create their products.

“We try to put out a good product,” 
Eugene Phillips said. “It makes you feel 
good when you put something out and 
people come back and brag on it and 
how good it is.”

The mill has numerous loyal local 
customers as well as customers from 
nearly every state in the country.

“We have a lot of customers that 
come from Tennessee and when they 
come they take everybody in their com-

munity’s order and they fill the back of 
their vehicles up,” said Vicky Phillips, 
Eugene’s wife. She noted the flour and 
cornmeal can be easily frozen for lon-
ger term storage with no harm to the 
product.

Not only do individual customers 
love the products from the Boonville 
Mill, Vicky Phillips said they have a 
number of clients with restaurants and 
other food-related businesses. A restau-
rant in Charleston, South Carolina uses 
their products as does as a restaurant 
in Asheville.

In addition to products they import 
from Italy, a Seattle, Washington based 
Italian food company that sells to res-
taurants purchases at least a pallet a 
month of flour and grits, Vicky Phillips 
said.

She said they ship products out to 
other parts of the country on a daily 
basis.

For more information or to purchase 
products visit www.boonvillemill.
com or call the mill at 336-367-7541 
or the store line at 336-367-7999. The 
Boonville Mill is open Monday through 
Friday 8 a.m. to 4p.m.

Kitsey Burns Harrison may be reached at 336-679-
2341 or on Twitter and Instagram @RippleReporterK.

Boonville Mill: A family tradition
Flour is ground in these machines at the Boonville Mill.                               Kitsey Burns Harrison | Yadkin Ripple
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Crystal Phillips fills a bag of flour at her family’s mill in Boonville. Daniel Boone cornmeal produced at the Boonville Flour and Feed Mill.

Our Best flour produced at the 
Boonville Flour and Feed Mill.
Kitsey Burns Harrison | Yadkin Ripple
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304 NC Hwy 67 • East Bend, NC 27018
www.kvheatingair.com • 336-699-2088

 24 Hours Emergency Service  •  FREE Estimates on Installation   

Commercial • Residential • Manufactured Homes

Buy a High Efficiency System now thru October and
get your choice of one of three great bonuses:

• A duct cleaning
• a 97% efficient filtering system
• or a Touch Screen Thermostat

BONUS
OFFER

Heating and
Air Conditioning
(336) 699-2088

Installation
Sales and Service

K&V
INC.

24 Hours Emergency Service     FREE Estimates on Installation     Financing Available 00
44
90
67

Heating & Air Conditioning

INCK&V

Financing available

00
88
26
97

Slabaugh
Hydroponic Tomato Farm

Homer & Rhoda Slabaugh
336-468-1394

6711 Windsor Road Hamptonville, NC

00
88

24
62

By Kitsey Burns Harrison
kburns@yadkinripple.com 

EAST BEND — On a lovely Sunday 
morning in Yadkin County, Captain Jack 
Ponticelli inflates a small helium balloon 
and releases it into the air. It may seem 
like an usual thing to do, but this simple 
task is the start of a grand adventure that 
Ponticelli is about to share with his pas-
sengers.

Just a short time after that small bal-
loon’s release, used to determine wind 
direction, passengers will board a hot air 
balloon and float gracefully into the beau-
tiful blue Carolina sky.

Ponticelli has been in the aviation field 
for more than 40 years and involved with 
hot air balloons for 35 years. He is the 
owner of Carolina Balloon Adventures 
based in East Bend. Ponticelli, who has 
been a commercially licensed pilot now 
for 25 years, has flown this magical mode 
of transportation in places all around the 
country. Hailing from New Jersey, Pon-
ticelli and his wife Debbie now reside in 
East Bend where they continue to share 
this unique experience with customers 
from across the nation and beyond.

For many, riding in a hot air balloon 
is a bucket-list wish. That was the case 
on Sunday for Barbara Alles. Her friend 

Orville Wilkie, who was visiting from 
Canada, surprised her with the gift of a 
hot air balloon flight. The two said it was 
a wonderful experience.

“I thought it was awesome,” Alles said. 
“It’s so calm and peaceful and you feel so 
close to God.”

It’s not uncommon for Ponticelli to have 
on-board proposals and even marriages 
take place in flight on his balloon. He said 
with a laugh that he even had one passen-
ger who took a balloon flight in celebra-
tion of her divorce. Whether celebrating a 
special occasion or just fulfilling a dream, 

Up, up and away!
Carolina Balloon Adventures offers bucket-list experience 

Kitsey Burns Harrison | Yadkin Ripple

See BALLOON | 11
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Shiloh General Store and Bakery

5520 St. Paul ChurCh rd.
336-468-4789 • Hamptonville

Homestyle Baked Goods • deli meats • CHeeses • Gifts

00
88

30
50

Mast Woodworks
336-468-1194 • 336-468-1612 Fax

OFFERING QUALITY PORTABLE STORAGE SOLUTIONS

EASY ORDERING •WIDE SELECTION 
BUILT STRONG • CUSTOMIZE • QUALITY

BUILDINGS • GAZEBOS 
DOG KENNELS • CHICKEN COOPS

5352 ST. PAUL CHURCH RD., HAMPTONvILLE

00
88
22
34

Rent2
Own

a hot air balloon ride is an experience like 
no other.

The brightly colored balloons make for 
a beautiful sight and Ponticelli said people 
often comment on how lovely the balloons 
themselves are. Describing the experience 
though can be difficult as it is something 
so different from any other mode of travel.

High above the trees, fields and homes, 
with the mountains a misty blue line in 
the distance, punctuated by the familiar 
sight of Pilot Mountain, the whooshing 

sound of the gas flame fills the ear, fol-
lowed by a silence that is like no other.

Calm and peaceful is the best way Pon-
ticelli said he could describe it.

“It was an awesome flight and I was 
just really amazed at how gently it took 
off and landed,” said Wilkie. This was 
Wilkie’s second time taking a hot air 
balloon ride, but the first since he lost 
his sight several years ago. As Ponticelli 
alerted them that they would land soon, 
Wilkie asked Alles to let him know when 
the landing was about to happen so he 
could hold on tighter, but the landing had 
already occurred, just a gentle kissing of 
the ground as the basket touched down in 
a grassy field.

Alles said she sometimes suffers from 
motion sickness and was worried that 
might be a problem on the balloon, but 
the flight up and once in the air was as 
smooth as standing in one’s own living 
room.

Choosing days with impeccable weather 
conditions to ensure safe flights is key for 
Ponticelli. Passengers are instructed to 
call him the night before their scheduled 
flights for a weather check. Ponticelli will 
not go up if conditions are not perfectly 
suited to ensure a safe trip up and back 
down.

“I’d rather be on the ground than wish-

ing I was, in the air,” he said. Customers 
sometimes may have to reschedule their 
trip multiple times. Ponticelli said he once 
had to cancel a customer’s trip nine times 
before finally finding a good weather day 
to fly. Though it can cause some frustra-
tion for his clients anxious to make their 
flight, he said it’s not worth the risk to put 
the balloon up in the air on a day where 
conditions could cause problems.

Carolina Balloon Adventures schedules 
flights year-round in the early morning 
and evening hours from four launch sites 
around Yadkin County. Custom launch 
locations for special events such as wed-
dings also can be arranged. The company 
also offers tethered flights.

The entire adventure is an immersive 
one for the passengers who also serve as 
assistant ground crew members to get 
the balloon in the air and back down and 
packed away following the flight.

Upon returning, guests are treated to a 
light breakfast and mimosas at Ponticelli’s 
home in celebration of their successful 
flight.

For more information on Carolina 
Balloon Adventures or to schedule a 
flight, visit www.usaballoon.com or call                
704-437-9673.

Kitsey Burns Harrison may be reached at 336-679-2341 or 
on Twitter and Instagram @RippleReporterK.

Kitsey Burns Harrison | Yadkin Ripple 
A hot air balloon casts a shadow on the trees 
below as another balloon floats at the horizon’s 
edge above Yadkin County.

At the conclusion of its flight, a hot air balloon drifts to the ground to be packed away for the next 
adventure.

BALLOON | from page 10
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By Kitsey Burns Harrison
kburns@yadkinripple.com 

The sign at the driveway says Mid-
night Magdalena, but once visitors turn 
in, it’s not uncommon that they feel they 
are pulling into the driveway of a home. 
That feeling is by design, said owner Jim 
Zimmer.

“What we were looking for was to 
have people come and visit us and when 
they come it is like coming to visit some-
one you know,” Zimmer said.

Midnight Magdalena, the newest win-
ery in the Yadkin Valley, opened its tast-
ing house in October of 2016. Located at 
5109 Howell School Road in Jonesville, 
in the Swan Creek Appellation Viticul-
ture Area, the winery features six wines 
with more unique varietals planned for 
the future.

Jim and his wife Tauny bought the 
vineyard property in 2010. In 2013, the 
couple began planting the vineyard and 
making plans to open their winery.

By their sides as they began planning 
for the vineyard were two very special 
family members, both of whom sadly 
passed away in 2013. The name of the 
winery is in memory of those beloved 

members of the family.
“Midnight was the name of our dog, a 

black lab mix, that had been in our fam-
ily for 13 years and with us all summer 
long working in the vineyard planting 
the vines,” Zimmer said. “We called 
her our quality control dog because she 
watched all the vines go in.”

Tauny’s mother, who went by the nick-
name of Magdalena, also passed away in 
2013.

“The name is intended as a way of 
celebrating their lives and their involve-
ment with us as we were getting every-
thing started,” Zimmer said. “In some 
ways it’s a little bit of a sad story, but 
it’s not intended to be. We’re celebrating 
that they were in our lives.”

The bar top in the tasting house is 
of a poured material that incorporates 
recycled materials and Zimmer said they 
were able to contribute some of their 
own items to be included in the mix.

“We took Tauny’s mom’s favorite wine 
glass and put it in the bar so that way 
she’s always here with us and our cus-
tomers having a glass of wine,” Zimmer 
said.

There are six acres of vines at Mid-
night Magdalena including the varietals 

of Merlot, Traminette, Reisling and 
Corot Noir.

“We do all of our wines in a dry 
style and one wine is off dry,” Zimmer 
explained. Midnight Magdalena features 
two whites, two red wines and two rosé 
wines.

“So far the response we’ve had has 
been excellent,” Zimmer said. “People 
are enjoying the wines. They like the 
fact that we have all dry wines. Most 
of the people who come in like the dry 
wines, that’s the style they are looking 
for.”

As expected, the red wines, Merlot 
and a blend called Tapestry No. 1029, 
were popular selections in the winter 
months. With a warmer late winter and 
early spring, Zimmer said the two rosés 
had been favorites for guests.

Midnight Magdalena’s Traminette 
wine has been the most popular overall 
so far and a good crossover wine for 
sweet wine drinks as well as red wine 
drinkers.

“Our best seller has been our Trami-
nette. We do the Traminette in a dry 
style. We don’t blend anything into or 

A visit with friends at Midnight Magdalena
A place to sit and sip at Midnight Magdalena Magdalena’s wine glass

Kitsey Burns Harrison | On The Vine 
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   Kitsey Burns Harrison | On The Vine
Midnight Magdalena Vineyards tasting house located in the Swan Creek AVA of the Yadkin Valley.

add anything to it, it’s just a straight dry 
wine,” Zimmer said. “The floral notes 
on the aromas, the fruit fowardness of 
it, it has a very good appeal for people 
who do like the sweeter wines. It has a 
nice dry finish, a little bit of a spice on 
the back end so it actually appeals very 
nicely to red wine drinkers.”

This summer the Zimmers will be 
planting an additional four acres of vines 
directly in front of the tasting house. 
They have chosen some unique varietals, 
several of which will be new to the area 

— a Spanish grape called Tempranillo, 
an Austrian red grape called Zweigelt, a 
French white grape Madeleine Angevine 
and a Greek grape Moschofilero.

“We chose these grapes because we 
think they’ll do well in the climate,” Zim-
mer said. “We like the characteristic of 
the wine that these make. It’s something 
very new, very unique. We don’t have 
anyone to compare it to to see how well 
the grapes will grow so we’re taking a bit 
of risk, but we wanted something that 
was going to be different. That’s part of 
what we’re trying to do is to be different 
so it’s not commercial.”

Offering unique wines and a lovely 
place for guests to visit is the goal at 
Midnight Magdalena, Zimmer said. The 
cozy inside seating areas and wide front 
porch offering views of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains in the distance is the perfect 
place to sit back, relax and enjoy the 
beauty and bounty of the Yadkin Valley 
Wine Region.

For more information on Midnight 
Magdalena, visit their Facebook page or 
website www.midnightmagdalena.com.

Kitsey Burns Harrison may be reached at 336-679-2341 
or on Instagram @onthevinemag

White wines at Midnight Magdalena.

MAGDALENA | from page 12
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By Kitsey Burns Harrison
kburns@yadkinripple.com 

EAST BEND — The historic Rich-
mond Hill Law School opened for the 
season in April.

Nestled in the northeastern part of 
Yadkin County, the Richmond Hill Law 
School is a stately brick home where 
former North Carolina Chief Justice 
Richmond Mumford Pearson resided and 
operated a law school in the mid-1800s. 
Pearson moved to the area around 1848 
and resided at the home, known as Rich-
mond Hill, for about 30 years. Though 
the law school building which was on the 
property is no longer there, the home still 
stands and visitors can tour the historic 
location.

The home, located at 4650 Law School 
Road in East Bend, is open for tours from 
2 to 4:30 p.m. on the third Saturday of 
each month, April through October. Tour 
guides in period costumes offer histori-
cal insights to visitors about Pearson, his 
many accomplishments, the law school 

and other fascinating recollections on the 
time period.

The home changed hands many times 
since Pearson’s day and then fell into dis-
repair. It was purchased by the NC Soci-
ety for the Preservation of Antiquities in 
the 1960s. In 1970, a commission formed 
for the purpose of restoring the home and 
preserving the legacy of Judge Pearson.

Through the efforts of the late Jimmy R. 
Hutchens and the late Joe C. Matthews, 
the home is now listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. Barbara Nor-
man, a long-time volunteer at Richmond 
Hill, said the commission is still very 
active in protecting the house and con-
tinuing to showcase it to the public.

A bed is still in the residence that was 
part of the home when Pearson resided 
there. There are also several pieces of 
period furniture which have been donated 
and Norman said they always welcomed 
any additional donations of antiques or 
furniture from the time period to display 
in the home.

In addition to the tour times, there are 

special events that occur on the property 
throughout the year. There also are walk-
ing trials on the property and a picnic 
shelter which may be reserved for special 
events.

Norman also said one of the dreams of 
the commission is to rebuild the exterior 
kitchen on the property.

The home is one of the last remaining 
vestiges of the Pearson family, Norman 
said. There were once four Richmond 
Hill house sites including the home in 
Cooleemee where Pearson was born and 
a second home in Mocksville which was 
demolished to make room for a bank. 
The original Richmond Hill home in East 
Bend was a large split level log house, 
Norman shared with his first wife Marga-
ret McClung Williams. Pearson remarried 
several years after his first wife’s death 
and the second Mrs. Pearson, Mary 
McDowell Bynum, requested a two-story 
brick house, which is the Richmond Hill 
that stands today.

Pearson’s youngest son, also named 

Richmond Hill offers
a glimpse at history

Kitsey Burns Harrison | Yadkin Ripple

See RICHMOND | 15
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Photos courtesy of Barbara Norman 
Historic Richmond Hill, home and site of a law school operated by Judge Richmond M. Pearson in the 
mid 1800s. The home is open for tours from 2 to 4:30 p.m. the third Saturday of each month April 
through October.

Richmond, built a two-story wooden home 
in Asheville which was also known as Rich-
mond Hill. The home served as an inn for 
some time, but sadly was lost in a fire several 
years ago, leaving East Bend’s Richmond Hill 
the last standing.

There are 15 members of the Historic 
Richmond Hill Law School Commission 
under Chairman Wayne Matthews. They 
volunteer tirelessly to ensure that this special 
piece of Yadkin County history remains in 
tact for future generations.

To reserve a picnic shelter or plan a docent 
guided group tour other than open hours, 
call 336-699-3921.

Kitsey Burns Harrison may be reached at 336-679-2341 or on 
Twitter or Instagram @RippleReporterK.

Reenactors fire a replica cannon at an event hosted at the 
historic Richmond Hill Law School site in East Bend.

Kitsey Burns Harrison | Yadkin Ripple

RICHMOND | from page 14
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