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Mitchell
Hodges
Agent

Jim
Doll
Agent

336/526-4600
www.ncfbins.com

Greg Sidden
LUTCF
Agency Manager
gregory.sidden®ncfbins.com

Accidents happen fast.
So does our claims service.

*North Carolina Farm Bureau® Mutual Insurance Co.
* Farm Bureau® of North Carolina, Inc.
*Southern Farm Bureau® Life Insurance Co.
*An independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association

00852130

Tim Cook, Melissa Easter, 
Tina Longworth,

Josh Oakes, 
Matt Reinhardt

336-526-2665
119 Valley Drive

Jonesville, NC 28642
(Beside Food Lion)

Call us for a Free 
No Obligation quote!

Cook Insurance Group, llc

Ribbon  Cuttings
June 24
Cooper Terrace 

Join us for our next ribbon cuttings:
October 11:
The Barn at Heritage Farm
11 am-1 pm, 152 Heritage Farm Lane
Dobson, NC

October 26:
Olivia’s Legacy Meats 
11 am-1 pm, 459 North Plum Ridge Road
Roaring River, NC

Cooper Terrace 
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By Troy Brooks
tbrooks@civitasmedia.com 

A new kayak, canoe and tube rental 
outfitter called Rocky Forest River Run 
has opened up just outside of Elkin. The 
outfitter is located on Rocky Forest Trail 
just off of N.C. 268.

“We have lived on the river for a long 
time now and we’ve fallen in love with 
kayaking,” said Cindy Combs, owner of 
Rocky Forest River Run. “We decided that 
we might as well try to start something 
for the community and let everybody else 
enjoy it since we live on the river. You get 
addicted very quickly to this.”

Guests can either enjoy a two-hour jour-
ney or a full day on the river. There are 
several trips to choose from, with short 
trips starting at Crater Park in downtown 
Elkin and ending near the Rocky Forest 
River Run shop. People who want to take 
a longer trip can start at Ronda for a full 
day on the river.

Floaters and paddlers can watch out for 
birds, geese and ducks along the way. Fish-
ermen are encouraged to bring their rods 
and floaters can explore shoals along the 
river’s shores. According to the Rocky For-
est River Run website, the Yadkin River is 
classified as a class one river, meaning it is 
gentle with a calm flowing current, giving 
people a great opportunity to relax.

The River Run is open Friday after-
noons and on Saturday and Sunday. All 
boaters are expected to return by 6:30 
p.m. on Saturday and Sunday and 30 
minutes prior to sunset during Twilight 
Runs. A shuttle service is also provided. 
Trip rates vary depending on the length of 
the trip and whether somebody is using a 
tube, a canoe, or a kayak.

Combs and her husband Mark Combs 
both hope that the business will start to 
pick up as the summer months roll in. The 
weather has not been too kind to them 
lately.

“This is our first season and we love it 
so far. Love it, love it, love it,” said Cindy 

Combs. “Hope-
fully the weather 
will break. The 
weather’s not 
been great to 
start out with. 
We’ve had so 
much rain but hopefully the rain will 
break. We hope to bring more tourists 
into Elkin with our business. I love the 
water and the outdoors, and this is the 
best of both worlds.”

While a lot of the outfitter’s customers 
have come from the local area, the River 
Run has also served people from outside 
the area. About two weeks ago a couple 
from Charlotte went tubing down the 
river after a morning hike at Pilot Moun-
tain.

“We didn’t even know we were going 
to do this today,” said Lee Denis and 
Chelsey Calloway from Charlotte. “We 
came out here at first to go hiking and 
next thing we know we were driving 
around to find something to do that was 
not packed with people because of Memo-
rial Day Weekend. You can’t go wrong 
with tubing. We were actually kind of 
surprised when they said they just opened 
this season. They have some nice equip-
ment.”

Cindy believes that the outfitter will 
give residents something new to do dur-
ing the summer months.

“Elkin doesn’t have a lot to do, espe-
cially for the kids,” said Cindy Combs. 
“For many kids, such as ours when he was 
growing up with all his friends, there’s 
nothing here to do. This will give good 
clean fun for kids, teenagers, and middle-
aged people alike. It’s something that 
most all ages can do and that’s the neat 
thing about it.”

Rocky Forest River Run may be reached 
at 336-469-8652 or by email at info@rock-
yforestriverrun.com. Visit the website at 
rockyforestriverrun.com for more informa-
tion and to leave a message at any time.

Troy Brooks may be reached at 336-258-4058.

Rental Outfitter

Photo provided by Rocky Forest River RunTubers enjoy a relaxing journey down the Yadkin River.

Guests and staff unload their kayaks at Ronda 
for a day of paddling on the river.

Tubers at Crater-
Park marching off to 
the Yadkin River for 
a two-hour trip.

Photos by Troy Brooks | The Tribune 
Guests pack into the van to be taken to their drop-
off points along the river.
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510 South Main Street, Dobson, NC 27017
(336) 356-8241

www.syemc.com

Serving Surry, Yadkin, Wilkes, Stokes & Forsyth Counties for Over 70 Years

00851913

Now open for business

393 CC Camp Rd.
Elkin, NC
(336) 526-1803

00852102
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Staff Report

The Yadkin Valley United Fund “Dine Out” 
campaign at 17 local restaurants held Aug. 
18-29 will exceed $5,200, David Steelman, 
executive director, reported.

Last year 14 restaurants’ “Dine Out” cam-
paign raised $3,600.

Steelman expressed thanks to participating 
eateries — Dodge City Steakhouse, Speedy 
Chef, Terry’s Café & Catering, 222 Public 
House, Woodbox BBQ, Shiki of Elkin, Harry’s 
Place, Theo’s, 67 Pizza, 268 Grill, Prime Thai, 
Cedarbrook Grill, Mazzini’s, Pirate’s Landing, 
Breakfastime, Bojangles’ Jonesville, and John 
Boy’s BBQ & Seafood — for giving 10 percent 
of their receipts on their scheduled day.

The YVUF goal for 2017 is $170,000 com-
pared to 2016 goal of $150,000.

The 25 nonprofit agencies who will receive 
funds in 2017 serves the communities of 
Arlington, Jonesville, Elkin, Mountain Park, 
Ronda, State Road, Thurmond and Traphill. 
The 25 partner agencies are listed on the 
YVUF website. The YVUF also provides schol-
arships to one senior each at East Wilkes, Elkin 
and Starmount high schools.

The YVUF is a qualifying 501(c)(3)non-prof-
it organization. There are five ways to donate: 
(1) Mail check to YVUF, P.O. Box 593, Elkin, 
NC 28621; (2) Online thru Website – click 

donate online tab; (3) Payroll Deduction where 
available through employer; (4) Drop off
 donation at YVUF office, 968 N. Bridge St., 
Elkin; (5) Donate through other United Way 
or United Fund organizations and designate 
YVUF.

Steelman also said if anyone, group, or
business wants to do a special project or offer 
payroll deduction, or have him as a 
speaker, contact him at 336-469-2860 or
 yadkinvalleyunitedfund@gmail.com.

YVUF sets $170K goal

Kevin Macemore and Scotty Prevette of G&B Energy erect the Yadkin 
Valley United Fund thermometers around Elkin and Jonesville as the kick 
off to this year’s annual campaign nears.

Photos courtesy of YVUF Annette McCann, left, Helen Ratledge, center, and Bobe Westra of Ratledge Florists support the Yadkin Valley United Fund’s Dine Out, which begins Thursday.
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Ricky G. White
Project Manager

615 West Main Street
P.O. Box 100 Pilot Mountain, NC 27041
336-368-2788 • (Fax) 336-368-1001

www.garanco.com
00852106
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Members of the Month

Citizen of 
the Quarter

Fall 2016 Citizen of the Quarter, 
Mike Bovender. This citizen was 

recognized by the Chamber 
for his outstanding leadership, 

contribution and betterment of 
the Yadkin Valley Area.

Elk Pharmacy
PVH Inc.   

Hugh Chatham Memorial Hospital Wellness Center  

July

September

August
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526-1155
00852109

00852110

Rentals & Sales
835-7368

Fax: 835-9295
1036 N. Bridge St. Elkin, 

NC 28621
Mon. - Fri. 7-5 • Sat. 7-1 

allstarrentals.nc@gmail.com
Locally owned & Operated 

by Joe Walker
Mastercard, American Express, Discover Card & Visa accepted

Professional Equipment for Professional Results

• Backhoes
• Trenchers
• Air Compressors
• Personal Lifts
• Saws & Drills
• Plumbing & Drills
• Tables, Tent, Chairs
• Tractors
• DeeJay Services

• Bobcats (Skid Steer)
• Pressure Washers
• Trailers
• Compaction Equipment
• Concrete & Masonry
• Pumps
• Scaffolding
• Flooring Tools
• Lawn & Garden
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Area students return to classes

Kindergarten students at Elkin Elementary School enjoy their first day at lunch Monday.

Photos by Troy Brooks | The Tribune 
Fourth-grade students get out their notebooks for the next lesson of the 
day on Monday at Elkin Elementary School as they returned to classes for 
a new school year.

Troy Brooks | The Tribune

First-graders make their first trip to the Elkin Elementary School media center Monday 
as they returned to class that day.
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259 PGW Drive
Elkin, NC 28621

Behind the new Walmart

Units for Persons with 
Disabilities Available

Now 
Leasing!! 

Cooper Terrace
Apartments

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

To prequalify call or stop by our office
Please call (336)258-8880
TDD/TYY 1-800-735-2962

1,2 and 3 Bedroom 
Units Available!

Yadkinville679-5627•MountAiry789-8220 
Elkin258-2505

www.wfunlimited.com

Excited to be back in Elkin 
Proudly serving Yadkin Valley 

area since 1987.

“The areas only local 
employment service”

00852129
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Look who’s joined the Chamber

Welcome!
Breakfastime Brand, Inc. 
Mean on Dirt 
Food Scoot
Olivia’s Legacy Meats
Alleghany Office Supply

Christian Co. Hair Salon
Kennedy Land & Home                                             
RW Eagle Construction
Barn at Heritage Farms

NEW MEMBER: Barn at Heritage Farm, 152 Heritage Farm Lane Dobson, NC
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Teresa Coe Ann Ashman Betty Jo Crouse Chee Sipes Karen Durham

0085212700
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Staff Report 

The sixth annual Tour of the Yadkin 
River by the Yadkin Riverkeeper orga-
nization came to its close on Saturday 
with a sold-out group of 120-plus pad-
dlers of all ages, breaking last year’s 
attendance record for the weekend of 75 
paddlers.

Some brought their own kayaks or 
canoes, while others rented them from 
local outfitters, Yadkin Valley Adven-
tures and River Run Outfitters. The 
paddlers met at Carolina Heritage Vine-

yard and were shuttled by the outfitters 
and members of the Yadkin Riverkeeper 
to Crater Park in Elkin early Satur-
day afternoon. There they put in and 
paddled down the Yadkin River to the 
Burch Station takeout at the junction of 
the Mitchell and Yadkin rivers.

The two-plus-hour paddle was fol-
lowed by a celebration event at Carolina 
Heritage Vineyard with entertainment 
from Big Ron Hunter and the Elkin 
Creek Boys, food served by Heaven’s 
Scent Catering, relaxation and social-
izing. Many local people participated 

along with folks who came from Vir-
ginia, eastern North Carolina and South 
Carolina. A large percentage of the 
participants were new to the event this 
year and expressed their enjoyment and 
plans to participate again next year.

The annual Yadkin paddling event 
was started in 2010 as the “Tour de 
Yadkin” by the Yadkin Riverkeeper in 
an effort to bring local people along the 
Yadkin River out to enjoy the natural 
beauty of this resource with healthy 
activities such as kayaking and canoeing 
and thus to recognize the importance 

of caring for this precious resource. Dif-
ferent sections of the river are paddled 
on different weekends each month dur-
ing the summer and people are invited 
to register and join in on any or all of 
them.

On August 19, the tour paddled from 
Ronda to Elkin, where many partici-
pants ate dinner and slept in prepara-
tion for the final paddle of the tour. The 
number of people participating in this 
event has grown every year as has the 
kayaking and canoeing on the Yadkin 
River in general.

Tour of Yadkin River ends at Carolina Heritage

Submitted photos

Paddlers head out through the vines at Carolina Heritage for a day of kayaking and canoeing from 

Elkin to the Yadkin River’s intersection with the Mitchell River. Paddlers enjoy the celebration event concluding this year’s Tour of the Yadkin River 
Saturday at Carolina Heritage Vineyards in Elkin.
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1401-B 2nd Street 
North Wilkesboro, 

NC 28659 
336-835-9393 

www.windowworld.com

Ask 
about 0% 
financing 
available 

thru 
Dec. 31, 2013
*with approved credit

LIFETIME 

WARRANTY

Including labor & 

glass breakage Window World offers exceptional customer service, 
quality products, lifetime warranties, and the 

attention to detail that you’ve come to expect from the Window World 
brand. Not only do we provide the finest products at the 

lowest possible price, but we use American made materials. 
We understand that America works Best when America works. 

That’s why all our Energy Saving Products are made here - in America.

Call to schedule your Free in-home estimate today!

00852141

6

00
85

21
42

50% Off
ANY IN STOCK 

WARMER
JONESvIllE NC

STORE ONlY

Offers Expire: 11/19/16

Photos by Troy Brooks | The Tribune 
Kevin Stainback of Angry Troll Brewery in Elkin prepares beer kegs for the cooler.

Louis Jeroslow of Angry Troll Brewery in Elkin fills beer kegs in preparation for Elkin’s 
inaugural Big Elkin Brewfest this coming Saturday.

Angry Troll pours at first beer festival
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By Wendy Byerly Wood
wbyerly-wood@civitasmedia.com 

DOBSON — Once a year, the members 
of the Yadkin Valley Chamber of Com-
merce gather to honor those who contrib-
ute to the organization and community 
during their annual meeting.

With the event rotating between Elkin 
and Dobson, on Thursday the group gath-
ered at the Shelton-Badgett North Caro-
lina Center for Viticulture and Enology at 
Surry Community College in Dobson.

As incoming chairman of the board, 
Gary York introduced Bernie Mann, 
owner and publisher of Our State maga-
zine, as “a man of tremendous compas-
sion, vision, and who holds a unique way 
of understanding people.”

Mann said that after owning 12 radio 
stations, “I had a chance to do something 
else.”

He jumped at the opportunity 20 years 
ago to purchase the magazine, which he 
said was a 48-page, black-and-white prod-
uct. “It was awful, and it looked like one 
of the radio stations I had bought,” Mann 
said during his speech to those gathered.

Quoting Henry David Thoreau, “Never 
do anything ordinary,” Mann said, “What 
could I do special and unique and differ-
ent?”

He said magazines are easy to start, 
“All you need is a printer and you’re in 
business.” But he wanted to do some-
thing that stood out. He gained inspira-
tion from Walt Disney and decided he 
wanted to create a product that radiated 
positive vibes.

“It was necessary, the drive to have 
something positive,” Mann said, explain-
ing if the magazine reviews a book and 
they don’t like it, they don’t run the 
review; they write about restaurants, but 
never review them. “This is a wonderful 
place we live, and I want the magazine to 
show how wonderful it is.”

Then he decided to expand on the 
magazine and create a weekend once a 

year where his readers could gather with 
North Carolina writers, North Carolina 
singers, North Carolina people. The 
North Carolina Weekend is now in its 
18th year.

“I can control the editorial part of my 
magazine, but it’s harder to control the 
advertising part,” Mann explained, add-
ing they do not allow any lottery adver-
tising or political advertising. “It is pain-
ful, because political people come with a 
shopping bag of money and they pay in 
cash. I won’t tell you I don’t need it.”

And he said if his readers won’t like an 
ad, he won’t run it. He told the story of 
a popular beer brand who took the Hat-
teras Lighthouse and transformed it into 
a beer tap for its ad, and he said his read-
ers wouldn’t appreciate it so he wouldn’t 
run it. The company hasn’t advertised 
with the magazine since.

“If you have some values and think 
things are important, you’ve got to stand 
by them. That distinguishes you, sets you 
apart,” Mann said. “I feel good that I’m 
doing right for the people who get my 
magazine and for the people who come 
to work with me.

“I had 23,000 paid subscribers 20 
years ago, and as of this morning, I have 
179,000 paid subscribers,” he said. “We 
are second only to Texas Monthly as the 
number one regional magazine in the 
country.

“’How’d you do it?’ I’m asked. Every 
month we try to show you the beauty, 
you read about people doing wonderful 
things. We try to hold up a mirror every 
month so you see where you live,” he 
said. “Rejoice in where you live.”

The evening turned to the business 
of the changing of the chair as outgoing 
chair Jeff Eidson turned over the podium 
to York, and then York installed the 2016-
17 officers and board of directors. Eidson 
called York “an inspiration” as he opened 
the podium to York.

Chamber honors 9 winners at meeting
Mann shares story of Our State

See BANQUET | 11

Photos by Wendy Byerly Wood | The Tribune 
The Yadkin Valley Chamber of Commerce honors a 
number of contributors and award winners Thursday 
during its annual meeting held in Dobson, including, 
front row, from left, volunteer Christene Mason, Web 
Smalling Corporate Citizen award winner Brittany 
Eller, Innovation Award by the Better Business Bureau 
winner Diana Jones of Jones von Drehle Vineyards; 
and, back row, Chamber Ambassador of the Year Tom 
Bauguess, Johnsie Hudspeth Volunteer of the Year 
award winner Nathan Lewis, Duke Energy Citizenship 
award winner David Steelman, Rebel Good Award 
for Tourism winner Jeff Yockel, Education Excellence 
award winner Heather Gilliam Wall and Tammy Butcher, 
representing Community Beautification award winner 
Surrey Bank and Trust.

Bernie Mann, owner and publisher of Our State 
magazine, addresses those gathered for the 
Yadkin Valley Chamber of Commerce annual 
meeting Thursday.
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TERMITES
PEST CONTROL
WILDLIFE REMOVAL

336-526-6111
ridabuginc.com
800-682-5901

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS in the YADKIN VALLEY this year 00
85

21
36

Animal Ark
Veterinary Hospital

Richard L. Brinegar, DVM
188 Claremont Drive Elkin, NC 28621

(336) 835-1082
animalarkelkin@yahoo.com

Dogs, Cats, Birds
Rabbits, Ferrets

Convenience of early morning
and Saturday hours.

Drop-offs and Emergency
Services available. www.animalarkelkin.com

“All the love and care your pet needs to stay healthy”

00852138
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Then the evening turned to celebra-
tions as nine awards were presented.

Nathan Lewis, vice chair of the Cham-
ber Ambassadors and human resources 
director at PVH, was presented with the 
Johnsie Hudspeth Volunteer of the Year 
award by Ann Ashman.

The Web Smalling Corporate Citizen 
award was presented to Brittany Eller of 
Cavu Printing by Barry Revis.

The Rebel Good award, which recog-
nizes contributions of promoting the Yad-
kin Valley as a tourism destination, was 
given to Jeff Yockel for his work leading 

the committee for the inaugural Big Elkin 
Brewfest scheduled for September. It was 
presented by Zim Zimmerman.

Jimmy Flythe presented the Duke 
Energy Citizenship award to David Steel-
man, executive director of the Yadkin 
Valley United Fund. Under Steelman’s 
guidance, the fund exceeded its goal for 
the first time in many years this year.

Heather Gilliam Wall, an exceptional 
children’s teacher who leads the life skills 
class in Elkin City Schools, was honored 
with the Education Excellence award, 
which was presented by Jeff Yockel.

The Community Beautification award 
was given to Surrey Bank and Trust 
for its new location at the intersection 
of North Bridge Street and CC Camp 

Road, with Tammy Butcher accepting the 
award from Josh Smith.

First-time Chamber Ambassador Tom 
Bauguess was honored as the Ambassa-
dor of the Year, which was presented by 
Lewis.

This year’s Member of the Year, which 
is chosen from the Members of the 
Month by the Ambassadors, was present-
ed to Jeff Eidson of G&B Energy. Chad 
Tidd made the presentation.

The final award of the evening was the 
Innovation Award by the Better Business 
Bureau, which “recognizes a member 
who understands innovation as the cata-
lyst for growth and has introduced a new 
idea, methodology, service or product 
making a positive impact on the com-

munity and economy.” The award was 
presented to Diana Jones of Jones von 
Drehle Vineyard by Brian Wright.

As he closed the meeting, York said, 
“I want to think this opportunity may be 
God-sent to me.”

He purchased WIFM in 2004, and 
described it as a family-friendly radio 
station, and he said he wants to focus on 
things that “matter significantly in this 
community.”

“The opportunity to serve the cham-
ber is such an honor for me,” said York, 
adding being part of the chamber “is a 
chance to reach out to one another and 
pat each other on the back.”

Wendy Byerly Wood may be reached at 336-258-4035 or 
on Twitter @wendywoodeditor.

From page 10

Banquet

The 2016-17 Yadkin Valley Chamber of Commerce officers and board members are installed by new chairman Gary York 
Thursday during the chamber’s annual meeting.

Photos by Wendy Byerly Wood | The Tribune 
Outgoing chairman of the board Jeff Eidson, right, turns the reins over to 
incoming chairman Gary York Thursday during the Yadkin Valley Chamber of 
Commerce annual meeting.

Jeff Eidson, left, accepts the Yadkin Valley Chamber 
of Commerce Member of the Year award on behalf 
of his company G&B Energy Thursday from Chad 
Tidd of Chick-fil-A.
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G&B Energy golf tourney
Photo courtesy of YVUF 

G&B Energy held its 
annual golf tournament to 
benefit the Yadkin Valley 
United Fund Thursday at 
Cedarbrook Country Club, 
raising $15,000 for YVUF. 
Making the presentation of 
the funds raised to David 
Steelman, center, executive 
director of YVUF, are Natalie 
Golikov, G&B employee, and 
Thomas Eidson, tournament 
co-chairman for G&B.

Join The Chamber Today!
Call 526-1111 or visit www.YadkinValley.org
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BFI
Basic Finance, Inc.

“Resident Lenders of North Carolina”

LOANS AVAILABLE  
RETAIL & PERSONAL

336-526-3400
262 East Main Street - Elkin, NC

Robby Miller  
Gary Hays

  Cameron Gunn
Dianne Pardue  
Lauren Giles

Stocks. Bonds. CDs. IRAs.
Mutual funds.

00
85

21
23
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2016 Yadkin Valley Chamber Champions
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1947-2015
Celebrating 68 years of excellence
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21 www.basincreekrealty.com

1338 N. Bridge St. Elkin, NC 28621 
(336) 835-3535 • (800) 835-8055
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The Fire Department, keeping Chamber safe! Mike Bovender, Elkin FD

Elkin Fire Department
Elkin Fire Department came out to make sure Misty Matthews’ Birthday candles didn’t 
burn the place down! 
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Events: All members are welcome to attend all events, please RSVP by calling 336-526-1111

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

Visit us on Facebook to check out a lot of member event pictures.

Tuesday, October 11th: Ribbon cutting for The 
Barn at Heritage Farm located at 152 Heritage Farm 
Lane, Dobson from 11am-1pm.  This is a wonderful 
venue for all types of events. 
 
Thursday, October 13th: Board of Directors 
Meeting held at Elkin Fairfield Inn & Suites 12pm.  All 
members are welcome to attend but please RSVP by 
calling Mist at 
336-526-1111.

 Friday, October 21st: Chamber Shred Day 
9am-12pm @ Yadkin Valley Chamber of Commerce
 
Thursday, November 10th: Board of Directors 
Meeting held at Elkin Fairfield Inn & Suites 12pm.  All 
members are welcome to attend but please RSVP by 
calling Mist at 
336-526-1111.
 
Thursday, December 1st: Chamber Christmas 
Social 5pm-7pm @ Fairfield Inn & Suites by Marriott.

Misty Matthews

Calendar of Events
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SURRY 
MAINTENANCE 
SERVICE, INC.
*Contract Cleaning 

*Commercial Carpet Cleaning 
& Floor Care

00852113
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A wine retreat on the Roaring River
By Kitsey Burns Harrison
kburns@yadkinripple.com

 On the banks of the Roaring River at 
the former site of the Brewer Mills, now 
sits the newest winery in the Yadkin 
Valley. Roaring River Vineyards, located 
at 493 Brewer Mill Road, in Traphill, is 
more than just a vineyard, it’s a resort 
getaway nestled in Wilkes County on a 
unique historic site with scenic views, 
relaxing sounds and, of course, wonder-
ful wines.

This fantastic new addition to the 
wine region has been a long time in the 
planning and though opening a winery 
was not the original plan for owners 
Tom and Josephine Silvey, the couple is 
pleased that Roaring River Vineyards is 
now open for business.

“When we bought this property it 
wasn’t to do a vineyard,” Josephine Sil-
vey explained. Silvey and her husband 
first purchased the property in 2001 to 
build themselves a vacation home. The 
Silveys were both employed with major 
corporations and residing, at the time, in 
Charlotte.

“We were going to build a weekend 
house, a retreat so we could get away 
for the weekend and sort of let our hair 
down, relax,” Silvey said.

Josephine Silvey is of German descent, 
but was born and raised in France, near 
the Champagne region. When planning 
their vacation property, she suggested to 

her husband that they incorporate some 
things to remind her of her home.

“I said to my husband, if we build a 
French country cottage it would nice if 
we just added one or two rows of grape 
vines to remind me of my native France,” 
Silvey said.

A quick Google search lead the couple 
to a winemakers seminar at Surry Com-
munity College and soon an idea formed 
that was much bigger than just a getaway 
for themselves. The rest, as they say, is 
history.

Josephine Silvey said the process of 
designing and building the vineyard, 
tasting room and resort was far from 
glamorous. She detailed much of the 
process on her blog. The results are well 
worth it though and it is indeed a relax-
ing getaway now for wine lovers and 
area visitors.

Louis Jeroslow of Elkin Creek serves 
as winemaker for Roaring River Vine-
yards. Chardonnay, Viognier, Merlot, 
Chambourcin, Cabernet Sauvignon and 
a Traminette dessert wine are among the 
wines featured at Roaring River. During 
tasting room hours, visitors can enjoy 
snacks and sandwiches from the in-house 
restaurant Chez Joesphine. Cheese and 
charcuterie plates, as well as flat breads, 
paninis and sweet treats are included on 
the menu.

From the tasting room balcony, visi-

A porch beckons visitors to sit and relax to the 
sounds of the river at Roaring River Vineyards.

A nice place to relax at The Lodgings at Roaring 
River Vineyards.

Roaring River Vineyards Photos by Kitsey Burns Harrison | On The Vine

See RETREAT |17
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Shopping Center

113 Valley Drive • Jonesville
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Wendy Byerly Wood | Elkin Tribune
Sarah Byrd, right, and her 
granddaughter, Emily Jolly, walk 
through the white pine forest on 
what will be the Elkin to Stone 
Mountain trail being developed by 
the Elkin Valley Trails Association as 
part of the Mountains to Sea Trail.

Wendy Byerly Wood | Elkin Tribune
Tent sites offer plenty of shade, trees to hang hammocks, picnic 
tables and campfire rings at the new Byrd’s Branch Campground.

Wendy Byerly Wood | Elkin Tribune
Sarah Byrd, right, and her granddaughter, Emily Jolly, walk 
through the white pine forest on what will be the Elkin to 
Stone Mountain trail being developed by the Elkin Valley Trails 
Association as part of the Mountains to Sea Trail.

 On Saturday, September 12th the community welcomed the 

opening of a section from Grassy Creek Vineyard and Winery off 

Klondike Road in Elkin to Byrd’s Branch Campground located 

on Martin Byrd Road. This is a 1.5 mile walk across the newly 

constructed bridge over the rippling waters of Grassy Creek, 

through beds of wood ferns, and a grove of White Pines which has 

un-officially been named “The Enchanted Forest.” 

Hikes, and bicyclers are looking forward to many more miles of 
trails opening in the near future around the campground. 

 Whether you visit Byrd’s Branch Campground & Country Store 
for a brisk walk, or sit a spell on the front porch eating ice cream 
owners, Jerry and Sarah Byrd welcome you into the folds of a time 
when life moved a bit slower.

 For more information or to make a reservation call: 336-366-
9955 or visit our website at: www.ByrdsBranchCampground.com

Located at: 225 Martin Byrd Road, Elkin, NC 28621

00852112
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A view of the river and remnants of the old mill at Roaring River Vineyards in Traphill.

Cozy seating areas in the tasting room at Roaring River Vineyards.

The calming sounds of the river beckons visitors 
to enjoy their wine on the porch at Roaring River 
Vineyards.

tors can enjoy a lovely view of the river 
and remnants of the former grist and 
saw mills that were once on the property, 
built by German immigrants around 
1793.

A covered area, known as The Gath-
ering Place, offers a perfect venue for 
weddings or other special events. The 
property also boasts overnight accommo-
dations in The Lodgings.

For more information on Roaring 
River Vineyards, The Gathering Place 
and The Lodgings, visit www.roaringriv-
ervineyards.com or find Roaring River 
Vineyards on Facebook.

Kitsey Burns Harrison may be reached at 336-679-2341 
or on Twitter and Instagram @onthevinemag. Tag your 
Yadkin Valley wine photos with #onthevinemagazine for 
a chance to be featured.

From page 16

Retreat

The Lodgings at Roaring River Vineyards.

The Gathering Place at Roaring River Vineyards.
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By Troy Brooks
tbrooks@civitasmedia.com 

Christy Fritz, former day manager at 
The Ark homeless shelter in Elkin, has 
taken on the role of house manager to bet-
ter the residents and growth of the shelter.

In the past, The Ark, a shelter for 
women and families, has had four manag-
ers helping guests — one day manager, 
one night manager, and two weekend man-
agers, each with their own tasks through-
out the day. Fritz is in charge of day-time 
duties such as paper work, appointments 
and referrals. Due to her duties during 
the day, along with her experience and 
training on North Carolina’s database for 
homeless shelters, The Ark has decided to 
move Fritz to house manager to better run 
the day-time operations while acting as an 
anchor for the shelter’s other managers.

“She’s here during the day Monday 
through Friday, 8 to 5, and that’s the busi-
est time of the day for making referrals 
for agencies and people coming into the 
shelter,” said Cynthia Cothren, director 
of The Ark. “She will help relieve the day-
time work so I can spend some time doing 
other things such as fundraising and writ-
ing grants with the community.”

According to Cothren, Fritz has one of 
the most important positions in The Ark 

due to the interactions and support she 
shows to the shelter’s guests and their 
needs.

“What she does is important. She’s 
on the firing lines helping people,” said 
Cothren. “The managers have the most 
important jobs working one-on-one with 
these folks, working on housing, jobs, 
medical issues, transportation, child care, 
it’s all a huge responsibility. This is their 
lives and futures we’re helping them with 
here.”

Cothren believes Fritz will be a fantastic 
fit for the position because of her dedica-
tion to the shelter’s guests.

“She’s great,” said Cothren. “She’s awe-
some working with the guests here and 
she’s very patient, compassionate, knowl-
edgeable in agencies and great at making 
referrals.”

Fritz’s duties include working the NC 
Database, being responsible for reports 
during the month, checking guests in and 
out of The Ark, giving medications out as 
needed, making sure rules are followed 
and chores are completed, and running 
conflict resolution.

“Not a lot changed per se as far as my 
duties,” said Fritz. “We just felt like, for 
the other managers, they should have one 
central person to talk to about issues in 
the house. I’m the anchor now. It’s also a 

nice way for us to bounce things off each 
other so we can come together and figure 
things out. It will help us to be a better 
rounded team. Leadership is not about 
force. It’s about leading through example 
and I think you encompass your whole 
group in that respect. A leader is in the 
midst of the group, leading by example 
and bouncing things off of people. In the 
end it’s about what’s best for The Ark and 
what’s best for the guests.”

For Fritz, helping people at The Ark is 
a job that is not all black and white and is 
filled with lots of shades of gray.

“It’s not just a job,” said Fritz. “I always 
tell people if you’re not here because you 
have a passion for people, then you’re 
going to hurt yourself and you’re going 
to hurt other people. I come to the same 
office every day, but it’s never the same 
day for me. That’s what you get when you 
deal with people’s lives and emotions. 
When people move out, when they’ve 
found a place to live, or when they make 
an accomplishment, that’s what I love 
most here.”

In other news, The Ark also has a few 
activities and events coming up these next 
few months.

Cardboard City will be taking place on 
Nov. 19 at the Elkin Municipal Park and 
will feature guests and residents decorat-

ing cardboard boxes that represent home-
lessness. People decorate their box and 
will raise money to get out of the box to 
raise funds for The Ark

“We’ve had churches, businesses, and 
different groups and organizations par-
ticipate in the past,” said Cothren. “One 
group last year did a Hobbit theme from 
‘Lord of the Rings.’ We’re hoping for a 
larger participation as it’s just been grow-
ing every year. This will be our third card-
board city. We will also have soup and hot 
drinks at the event.”

Carol McDowell also is making row-by-
row quilt pieces to sell for donations to 
The Ark.

The Ark also has hopes of hiring an 
in-house counselor in the future to help 
guests.

“I would love for The Ark to one day 
to have an in-house counselor if we get 
big enough and get enough funding for 
such a position,” said Fritz. “Sometimes 
we have people who just can’t get out for 
counseling and there’s a large number who 
come in who need counseling. It would be 
wonderful to have group and individual 
counseling here.”

Any donations to The Ark are always 
appreciated.

Troy Brooks may be reached at 336-258-4058.

Fritz promoted to house manager at The Ark
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By Troy Brooks
tbrooks@civitasmedia.com 

The Fairfield Inn and Suites in Elkin won several awards 
for its outstanding service and contributions to the com-
munity and guests. On Wednesday morning, Fairfield’s 
staff and managers got together in the lobby for a group 
picture to celebrate their accomplishments for the year.

“I just got back from the Marriot Award Ceremony in 
Washington D.C., and we have won the Bill Marriot Chair-
man’s Award six consecutive years in a row,” said General 
and Regional Manager Michael Wilson, who has been 
with Riverview Holdings, the company which owns and 
operates Fairfield, for more than 20 years. “It was a great 
meeting.”

The Fairfield Inn in Elkin won number one in breakfast 
service, room cleanliness, elite appreciation, and for pro-
viding a stress-free environment. It also won the Platinum 
and Chairman’s award for its outstanding service. Marriot 
does an email survey called the Guest Satisfaction Survey 
(GSS) for guests who have stayed at the hotel. The Fair-
field Inn and Suites in Elkin was rated number one on the 
Chairman’s award out of all the Fairfield Inn and Suites in 
existence. The Chairman’s award only goes to one hotel 
out of the entire system.

“It has been quite an accomplishment,” said Wilson.
Fairfield Inn has 40 employees working seasonal, full-

time, and part-time.
The local hotel has 80 rooms, a mineral pool and spa, 

an indoor pool, a 24-hour fitness center, and several meet-
ing spaces. The Fairfield Inn is also the meeting place 
for several local organizations and groups including the 
Yadkin Valley Rotary Club, Veterans of Foreign Wars, and 

other various church and civic groups who meet there on a 
weekly basis.

The hotel opened in August of 2008 and several of its 
employees have stayed aboard since then. Fairfield Inn is 
owned by Fred Eidson, Ben Mastin, Robert Greene, Jeff 
Eidson and Amy Tayloe.

Riverview has three other establishments in the area 
including the Hampton Inn in Jonesville, the Comfort Inn 
in Jonesville and the Hampton Inn in Marion, as well as 
various rental properties in the area.

Wilson already is making plans for the Fairfield Inn in 
the future.

“Our occupancy and business have been good and we’re 
planning on giving the place a refresh for 2017,” said Wil-
son. “That will start in the winter months.”

Wilson believes the success has come from its dedication 
to clientele and the training the employees receive on the 
job to make sure that guests receive the best experience 
possible.

“We empower the employees to take care of the custom-
ers,” said Wilson. “A lot of our housekeepers have been 
with us for a long time. People come in for weddings, 
family reunions, ball teams, and events and groups. We’re 
not just selling a guest room to our clients. We’re selling 
our guest experience. Whether they’re here for a winery, 
a vineyard, or to visit family, we always want to accommo-
date our guests. If you take care of the customer, the cus-
tomer’s going to come back. Even though we’re a franchise 
of Marriott, it’s a culture here with the people.”

Fairfield Inn & Suites is located at 628 CC Camp Road 
just off of I-77.

Troy Brooks may be reached at 336-258-4058.

Fairfield Inn & Suites wins six awards

Troy Brooks | The Tribune 
Staff and managers of the Elkin Fairfield Inn & Suites gather in the 
lobby to celebrate their recent awards. They are, from left, front 
row, Lori Sprinkle, Alice Mullis, Leticia Armenta, Brenda Nolasko, 
Sara Garcia, and Casey James; middle row, Iva Dean Collins, Blanca 
Jimenez, Bob Canapino, Zulema Salgada, Teresa Seales, and David 
Pack; back row, Michael Wilson, Kenia Martinez, David Slawter, 
Louise Calhoun, and Jeremy Meneil.
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