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By Wendy Byerly Wood
wbyerly-wood@civitasmedia.com

The ring is on her finger, the 
date has been set, the officiant 
booked, but will that date change 
if the perfect location is already 
scheduled for someone else’s 
perfect date, or is the bridal 
couple willing to choose another 
location because the date is 
more significant than where the 
ceremony takes place?

“Location, location, location,” 
as the old saying goes, is a key 
question for those brides and 
grooms getting ready for their big 
day, and with some sites more 
sought after than others, wedding 
experts encourage couples to 
reserve their wedding venues 
about as quick as they have set a 
date.

For some this may mean a 
traditional setting in a church, but 
even then, there are questions the 
couple need to have answered. 
Some churches don’t allow 
any secular music in wedding 
ceremonies, some will. So if a 
couple has a perfect wedding song 
picked out, they need to be sure 
it fits the rules of the venue they 
select.

Some churches also may not 
have a large enough space for a 
reception, even if the church will 
hold a couple hundred people, so 
where will the couple go for their 
cake cutting, dancing, and other 
celebratory rites of marriage?

Other couples like the idea of 

having an outdoor wedding, or a 
wedding in a nice historic or rustic 
venue. And there are a number 
of factors which should be taken 
into consideration as a location is 
chosen for the ceremony and the 
reception.

“One of the very first things 
a bride has to decide is whether 
weather is going to be a factor 
or stress her out,” said Cicely 
McCulloch, owner of The Liberty, 
which includes Coley Hall, which 
will hold up to 550 people, and 
the Roth Room, a smaller room 
serving up to 85 people. “If she 
doesn’t care, then it doesn’t matter. 
But I don’t think a bride should 
have to have a back-up plan.”

Another key deciding factor 
for selecting a venue, McCulloch 

said, is the size of the wedding. 
“There are not as many 200 people 
places,” she said. “And they may 
not need to spend that much for 
just 100 people.”

A deciding factor for a reception 
venue also is whether the couple 
wants to include space for 
dancing.

“Couples assume they have to 
get married on a Saturday, but 
you don’t have to get married on 
a Saturday. You can have a nice 
after church Sunday wedding, or 
a Thursday night or Friday night 
[ceremony],” said McCulloch of 
other options, noting that having 
a ceremony on a day other than 
Saturday likely will decrease the 
cost of the venue as well.

One deciding factor on what 

day and what time of day is 
whether they want a nighttime 
with drinking and dancing on a 
Saturday night, or a calm Sunday 
afternoon when everyone is 
already dressed nice. She said 
an afternoon wedding is nice 
for those who just plan to have 
cake, punch, tea and finger foods 
because everyone already has 
eaten lunch, and they can still have 
dancing.

“It’s about what’s going to stand 
out to them,” said McCulloch. 
“I didn’t want a train, because I 
wanted really cool shoes, so I cut 
my dress off and had an ankle-
length dress. My sister wanted a 
veil over her face, even if my mom 
said it was old school.

“A couple has to decide what’s 

‘Location, location, location’
What should couples 
consider when 
choosing a venue?

Wendy Byerly Wood | The Tribune
Venues may charge extra for linens, napkins, tables, chairs, decorations and other elements of a wedding and reception, 
so couples should be sure to ask what is included in the cost.
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(336)786-1313

Let 13 Bones Cater your 
      Wedding Reception

• 13 Bones Soon-To-Be Famous Baby Back Ribs
• New Orleans Chicken Pasta or Chopped BBQ
• Grilled Chicken, Teriyaki Chicken, BBQ Chicken Half
• North Atlantic Salmon
• ¼ Rack of Ribs and ¼ Chicken Combo
• Ribeye Steak, Prime Rib, 6oz Filet or 8oz Filet
• ½ Rack and Chicken Combo
• ½ Rack and Ribeye Or Prime Rib Combo

Entrées

502 S Andy Griffith Pkwy
Mount Airy, NC 27030

Tues-Thurs: 11 AM- 9 PM 
Fri & Sat: 11 AM- 10 PM

Sun: 12 PM - 9 PM

• Cobbler (Peach, Cherry, Blueberry,
   Blackberry or Strawberry)
• Banana Pudding
• Tea (Sweetened or Unsweetened)

Desserts & Drinks

• Ribs, Chicken Tenders & Jumbo Wings
• Fruit, Vegetable or Cheese & Cracker Trays
• Peel & Eat Shrimp

Party Platters & Trays

• Baked Beans
• Cole Slaw
•  Mashed Potatoes
• Baked Apples

• Green Beans
• Mac & Cheese
• House Salad
• Oven Roasted Potatoes
• Sweet Potato Casserole

Sides

Make Your Wedding
Party or Reception

Delicious, Memorable & 
Stress-Free with...

www.eat13bones.com
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the most important part for 
them — food, dancing, daytime, 
nighttime,” she said.

“They also have to decide what 
time of year,” McCulloch said, 
noting at present Coley Hall is 
booked more in September and 
October than in the spring time.

Pricing may be one of the 
biggest deciding factors for a 
couple, when it comes to deciding 
where they will exchange vows 
and celebrate afterward, how many 
people they will invite, what type 
of food will be served, will they 
have a deejay.

McCulloch said some venues 
have a select list of vendors which 
they work with for couples to 
choose from when it comes to 
caterers, cakes, music, beverage 
choices, and more. This is 
something the couple needs to ask 
about if they are more interested 
in having family assist with these 
things rather than paying someone 
to provide them.

“If Aunt Betty’s making all the 
food, then they need to make sure 
it is OK,” said McCulloch, who 
said at Coley Hall, Jeff and Erika 
Gibbs with 222 Public House 
are the exclusive caterers for 
her venue, and they are able to 
provide any needed ABC permits 
for beverages, servers, a variety of 
food options, while someone else 
can still provide the cake.

“A bride needs to realize when 
she’s asking the price [of a venue], 
what is it that’s included,” she said. 
“When you come here and I say 
$3,000, or if they go somewhere 
else and it is $1,000 they may not 
be getting tables and chairs with 
that.”

Venues may offer package 
deals or individual options which 
include a whole array of inclusions, 
from linens for the tables, to 
chargers (plates) to highlight the 
dinner plates, to lighting options, 
to napkins, a person dedicated 
to cutting their cake and serving 
it. Some may have centerpiece 
and decorations on site which 
the bride has the option to rent, 
or if a bride purchases her own 
centerpieces and chooses not to 
keep them after the ceremony, the 
venue may be interested in buying 
them from her, McCulloch said.

The availability of a bride 
room where the honoree and her 
attendants can get ready, as well as 
a space for grooms to get dressed 
are other things which should be 
asked about when meeting with a 
venue coordinator.

Whether the location has an 
ABC permit or not is another 
question couples will want to 
verify if they want the option of 
serving beer, wine or cocktails 

at their reception. For locations 
which do not have permits, the 
couple may have to purchase a 
one-day permit on their own, 
McCulloch said.

If a couple wants their ceremony 
and reception in the same place, 
this may affect their location 
and their price, she said. If they 
are in the same space, then the 
reception portion will have to be 
set up prior to the ceremony and 
the servers and those getting the 
space ready then have to be paid 
for longer work hours because 
they have to come in earlier. In a 
situation where the wedding and 
reception are in different places, 
the reception area is usually being 
prepared while the wedding 
ceremony is taking place.

Another consideration is if 
the couple wants to have the 
rehearsal at the same location as 
the wedding and/or reception, said 
McCulloch.

In the winter, a couple might 
want a coat check area, which 
means someone has to be paid 
to man the area and that’s an 
additional cost for the venue and 
the couple.

When thinking about pricing 
and options, McCulloch said, 
“Couples should remember how 
many people are involved to 
make your day special behind the 
scenes.”

She encouraged brides to 
surround themselves with “helpful 
people and delegate jobs out if 
that will help.” Also, she urged 
them to think about wedding and/
or reception directors to help 
coordinate those events.

Wendy Byerly Wood may be reached 
at 336-258-4035 or on Twitter @
wendywoodeditor.

Photo courtesy of The Liberty
Dancing is one element of the 
reception which couples need to 
decide if they want to include when 
choosing a venue.
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By Kitsey Burns Harrison
kburns@yadkinripple.com

No matter the size, big or small, planning a 
wedding requires a lot of organization. There 
are so many options to consider. Luckily, 
brides and grooms in the digital age have a 
wealth of resources at their fingertips now 
when it comes to wedding planning.

While some may prefer an old-fashioned 
pen and paper planning process, many 
couples today are taking advantage of 
wedding websites to assist in the planning 
process.

“Wedding Wire’s planning tools were a 
lifesaver,” said Lauren Rice of the site she 
used to help plan her big day. “Their checklist 
kept me on track and allowed me to organize/
reorganize my tasks as needed. It was the 
single biggest contributor to my success. 
I also liked browsing their community for 
discount sites that I didn’t even know existed 
for attire, decor, etc.”

Wedding Wire and The Knot are two 
popular wedding planning sites, but there 
are many more which offer a variety of 
features from discussion boards to checklists 
and more. With the advent of Pinterest, 
couples also have a great way to keep a visual 
list of ideas for their upcoming nuptials. 

Many brides also make use of their own 
spreadsheets to help keep track of some of the 
more specific details.

“I used The Knot for planning and 
Pinterest for ideas,” said Ashley Adams 
Ogbaselassie. “They were both pretty helpful, 
but I also had a massive spreadsheet that I 
developed myself for the guest list/RSVP’s/all 
kinds of other stuff.”

“I found it cumbersome to add all of the 
information I needed to keep track of on 
the websites, which is why I kept a separate 
spreadsheet,” Ogbaselassie added. “I think 
using a bunch of tools works best because one 
tool didn’t meet all of my needs.”

For bride Kenzie Law Wright, she said 
Pinterest is great for getting ideas, but 
sometimes connecting directly with the venue 

Wedding planning in the digital age
Mr and Mrs. Ogbaselassie
Photos courtesy of sweet Memories Photography

Photo courtesy of Ashley Adams Ogbaselassie
Yonas and Ashley Ogbaselassie with their bridal party in a traditional Ethiopian/Eritrean ceremony.
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for one’s wedding, or others who have used 
the venue, can be most helpful.

“I didn’t use too many websites because 
I had a destination wedding,” Wright 
explained. “But I did find a Facebook group 
of other brides who were getting married (or 
were previously married) at the same resort 
chain. It was a wealth of information! It’s easy 
to feel like everything is a big mystery when 
planning a destination wedding so that group 
was a huge help for me.”

Many couples today also choose to create 
a customized website for their wedding as a 
way to share information with guests. Many 
sites like The Knot offer this service for free, 
though some may choose a different web host 
for such sites.

“We had a website because I think you need 
one when you have a destination wedding,” 
Wright said. “I used wix.com because I 
didn’t like the cookie cutter look of the more 
common wedding website templates.”

Wright said that truthfully, she didn’t think 
many of her guests used her wedding website.

“I know a few guests used it, but I think 
most didn’t. But I recently attended a 
destination wedding, and frequently checked 
their website and was frustrated by the lack 
of information they made available to their 
guests. All guests are so different,” Wright 
said.

Online wedding registries are also a 
big trend now, as well as the new version 
of a wedding registry known as a honey 
fund. Rather than a traditional registry for 
housewares, some couples are now choosing 

to register on sites like Zola and HoneyFund 
which allow guests to donate funds to help a 
couple pay for their honeymoon.

And when it comes to the honeymoon, 
once again many brides today are going to 
Pinterest to save a visual list of honeymoon 
travel ideas. Travel sites like Expedia, Orbitz, 
Travelocity, and the like, are also part of 

the honeymoon planning process for many 
couples today.

Wedding planning is a big project, but 
couples today are certainly making use of the 
world wide web to create their special day.

Kitsey Burns Harrison may be reached at 336-679-2341 
or on Twitter @RippleReporterK.
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Fashion Show by:

Photos courtesy of sweet Memories Photography
Yonas and Ashley Ogbaselassie on their wedding day. | Photo credit Sweet Memories Photography
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By Diane Blakemore
dblakemore@civitasmedia.com

While the main focus of a 
wedding is the joining of lives 
through a loving commitment, 
no celebration is complete 
without the food. Catering is 
an integral part of the planning, 
matching the ambience of the 
venue and setting the tone for 
the event.

Culinary Director for Yadkin 
Cultural Art Center’s The Third 
Branch Café Shelly Holbrook 
said, “There is not a clear cut 
formula for catering weddings.” 
She explained the venue, time of 
day, season, number of courses, 
and head count all play into 
planning the food.

Options range from a formal, 
four-course, sit-down meal to a 
simple buffet of hors d’oeuvres. 
“Our chef, LeAnna Freeman, 

can pull together anything you 
want,” said Holbrook, noting 
their red wine braised beef and 
beef brisket are among the more 
popular selections.

Creating a wedding theme has 
become more popular in recent 
years. Holbrook explained how 
the food can be integrated into 
the theme, “Someone using a 
barn as a venue may want to 
have barbecue and slaw,” filling 
out the country theme.

In addition to theme, it is 
important to be aware of any 
dietary restrictions of the 
guests when choosing the 
menu. Most caterers are able 
to accommodate any special 
requests when addressed in 
advance.

Caterers are often booked 
six months to a year before 
the event. “Some less formal 
(events) need less time; simple 

Many elements play into 
food choice for reception

Photos courtesy of Third Branch Café
A simple buffet of finger foods allows people more time to roam and mingle 
during the reception.

1036 N. Bridge St. Elkin • 336-835-7368
allstarrentals@rivercto.net

www.AllStarRental.com 

Power Tool
Rentals

Construction
Equipment
Rentals 
Party and Event
Rentals

Rent for 4 hours, by the day, week or month

•

•

•

Make sure every part 
of your perfect day is the 

way YOU want it!

Call Joe Walker today at (336) 835-RENT (7368)
or email allstarrentals.nc@gmail.com

Open Mon. - Fri. 7AM - 5PM  & Sat. 7AM - 1PM

We WILL Make Sure Every Part of Your 
Perfect Day is the Way YOU Want It!

Locally Owned &
Operated by Joe Walker

Call for an appointment to 
discuss your needs!

We’ll Help You 
Think of All The Details, like:

• Tents
• Tables & Chairsa
• Champagne Fountains
• Greek Columns
• Candelabras - Brass, 
   White & Silver Fixtures
• Tablecloths & Skirting
• Serving/Chafing Dishes
• Mirror Balls

• Archways
• Guest Registers
• Sound Systems
• Flower Stands
• Bubble Machines
• Kneeling Benches
• Unity Candles
• Dance Floor
• Much, Much More!
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www.allstarrental.com
Visit Our Party & 

Event Rental Page1036 N. Bridge St., Elkin NC 28621
(Across from Pizza Hut)

Photos courtesy of Third Branch Café
A strawberry pecan salad with homemade cranberry vinaigrette is a starter 
course for a full meal.6 
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hors d’oeuvres can have a couple 
months’ notice,” said Holbrook, 
noting fall is their peak season 
and always requires early 
planning to get in their schedule.

“Budget is very important, 
and I think most caterers are 
willing to work with people on 
that,” said Holbrook. The host 
can expect to pay $25 to $35 per 
head for a catered four-course 
meal, depending on 
the meat selected, 
according to Holbrook. 
A solid head count 
is needed about six 
weeks before the big 
day.

Many caterers offer 
additional services 
such as delivery, 
set-up, serving, and 
providing tableware. 
Contracts will specify 
what services are 
included and any additional fees.

While tableware may be 
included with the catering, 
many brides choose to allow 
their venue or a separate 
rental company to provide a 
more unique look. “All of our 
tableware is neutral. Our plates 
are plain white,” said Holbrook, 
noting they don’t appeal to some 
clients.

While wedding planning can 
be stressful, Holbrook offered 
some words of wisdom, “I think 
the best advise to give a bride 
and those helping her prepare 
a wedding is try to enjoy the 
preparation and remember the 
purpose. Take a deep breath, 
take it all in and enjoy it.

“I enjoy seeing the finished 
product when everything 

comes together. Food, 
decorations and 
flowers come together 
and everyone’s hard 
work pays off,” 
explained Holbrook.

The Yadkin Valley 
Bridal Show will be 
held at the Third 
Branch Café on 
March 6 from 1 to 
3 p.m. Presented by 
Branch Bakery and 
DishGarden Art, it is 

a free event with a bridal fashion 
show, DJ and vendors.

Third Branch Café is located 
inside the Yadkin Cultural Art 
Center at 226 E. Main St. in 
Yadkinville. More information 
can be found at: www.
thirdbranchcafe.com.

diane Blakemore may be reached at 336-
368-2222 or on twitter @PilotReporter.

The Perfect Setting

Olde Beau Golf & 
Country Club

Located on US Hwy. 21 in Roaring Gap, NC
Phone: 1-800-752-1634 or (336) 363-3333

www.oldebeau.com

Olde Beau and staff can provide the perfect reception, 
rehearsal dinner, or setting for your wedding! 

We can accommodate up to 300 guests with your choice of 
hors d’oeurves or a custom menu to suit your needs. 
For that special day please call 1-800-752-1634.

Olde 
Beau

00812544

Visit Our Weddings 
& Events Page!

Photos courtesy of Third Branch Café
Veggie cups with a cucumber dip and shrimp cocktail cups are among the hors 
d’oeuvres offered by Third Branch Café.

Photos courtesy of Third Branch Café
An hors d’oeuvres-only wedding reception may include a cheese platter.

Options 
range from 

a formal, 
four-course, 

sit-down 
meal to 
a simple 

buffet 
of hors 

d’oeuvres.
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By Diane Blakemore
dblakemore@civitasmedia.com

The wedding cake, a beautiful centerpiece 
for the reception, is steeped in tradition and 
symbolism. The traditional cutting of the cake 
represents the couple’s first joint action as 
husband and wife, and the act of feeding one’s 
spouse serves as a reminder of the commitment 
to care for each other.

A great baker can create a cake which 
embodies the couple’s personality. Loretta Flack, 
of Roxxi and LuLu’s Bistro and Bakery, has 
been making wedding cakes for more than 10 
years. The family-owned and operated business, 
named for the family dogs, has a focus on high 
quality ingredients and personalized service. 
When approached for a wedding, the process 
begins with a consultation.

Flack recommends contacting a baker six 
months ahead of the big day. The consultation 
can take an hour or more and includes viewing 
photos, drawing sketches, and choosing a visual 
design for the cake. “We do a lot of country style 
with floral adornments,” said Flack.

Another option is a line of cakes, called 

chenille, which resemble fabrics. “You have 
quilting, polka dots, pinstripe, and check or 
plaid,” explained Flack, noting she prefers 
butter-cream frosting over fondant.

Dietary needs are addressed. With a degree 
in fitness and nutrition, Flack is knowledgeable 
about making healthy substitutions, such as 
applesauce or pumpkin, which also improve the 
cake by adding moistness. At Roxxi and LuLu’s, 
gluten-free and vegan are among the special 
options available.

Tasting a selection of cake and icing flavors 
is another part of the consultation. “In a normal 
tasting we let them choose four cake flavors and 
four frosting or mousse flavors to start,” said 
Flack, explaining there are thousands of flavors 
with endless combinations. The bride and 
groom are invited to mix and match, finding 
their personal favorite flavor combination.

“We like to do organic-style cakes. We love 
to use fresh fruits or fresh citrus,” said Flack, 
noting no extracts are added for the freshest 
flavor. For cakes with nuts, such as Italian 
Creme, all nuts are roasted to bring out their 
flavor before being mixed in to the batter.

Participation in cake-related traditions should 

Photos | Roxxi & LuLu’s Bistro and Bakery
Roxxi and LuLu’s secret garden wedding cake 
displays the use of floral adornments.

An exposed 
layer cake 
by Roxxi and 
LuLu’s Bakery 
completes the 
look for this 
classic country 
wedding.

Cakes mirror a 

bride’s beauty
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Hanover
Park

VINEYARD
1927 Courtney-Huntsville Rd. 

Yadkinville, NC 27055
WWW.HANOVERPARKWINES.COM

EMAIL: HANOVERP@HANOVERPARKWINES.COM 

336.463.2875

00812581

Customized Weddings    Rehearsal Dinners
Luxury Cabin Accommodations

weddings@elkincreek.com
336.526.5119  elkincreekvineyard.com

{May peace, love
and our vines entwine 

your heart.}

Klondike Cabins at Grassy Creek Vineyard, 
perfect for your Wedding.

Chatham Lodge Lane off of Klondike Rd.
354 Chatham Cottage Circle, State Road NC 28676

(336) 835-4230 or derrill.rice@grassycreekvineyard.com
www.grassycreekvineyard.com

00812572

00812799

Toast Your Event in Style at Carolina Heritage Vineyards
Indoor accommodations for 50 or less, outside up to 100
Specializing in Rehearsal Dinners & Engagement Parties!

Call (336) 366-3301 or email carolina.heritage@yahoo.com
www.carolinaheritagevineyards.com

Book your 
Vineyard 

Wedding with us!
00812620

The pearl layer cake with cupcakes is an example of the chenille style wedding cake.

be considered when determining the size of the 
cake. Saving the top tier is a long standing tradition 
in which couples use the cake to celebrate a future 
event such as their first child’s christening or their 
first anniversary. A groom’s cake is a southern 
custom, and can be served alongside the bride’s cake 
or sliced to send home with guests.

While cake is the traditional route, more brides 
are beginning to choose other dessert options. 
Dessert bars with truffles or pastries, bite-size 
weddings with cheesecake bites and mini pies, and 
a country-style buffet with ice cream and peach 
cobbler are some of the unique ideas brides have 
selected.

Flack recalled “a hot cocoa bar where we made 
homemade marshmallows and fresh homemade 
hot chocolate” with peppermint, white chocolate, 
Bailey’s Irish Creme, dark chocolate and milk 
chocolate cocoa flavors. Moulded chocolate spoons 
and fixings for s’mores were also part of the 
chocolate bar.

Special care goes into setting up the cake, 
often including an entire table display. “That cake 
represents us, and to us it’s the most important part 
of the wedding,” said Flack, explaining they provide 
delivery and set-up of all cakes with three tiers or 
more.

With experience catering weddings for up to 800 
people, Roxxi and LuLu’s offers more than just cakes. 
“We can do appetizers, soups, salads, little hors 
d’ouerves; and we will do a complete meal if there 
is a commercial kitchen on site, because I like to do 
everything fresh,” said Flack, mentioning she also 
frequently partners with Heaven Scent for catering.

Floral, decor and an overall theme also are 
discussed in order to create a cohesive look for 
the whole event. Unlike many bakers, Flack also 
provides floral arrangements, furniture and decor 
rentals, and full decorating services. She described 
one wedding in which she created the bouquet, floral 
arrangements for tables and decorated the carriage 
in which the bride arrived.

Ultimately, the wedding day is about the people. 
The cake is a reflection of the bride through its 
outward beauty, inner flavor, many layers, and ability 
to make the whole room smile.

diane Blakemore may be reached at 336-368-2222 or on twitter 
@PilotReporter.
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By Kitsey Burns Harrison
kburns@yadkinripple.com

The busy holiday season is 
over, but for many couples, excite-
ment is building anew as they 
plan to start their lives together. 
The holiday season is one of the 
most popular times of the year 
for engagements and so as a new 
year begins, many are planning 
for that special day — their wed-
ding day.

Following the all-important 
dress decision, the ceremony and 
reception location is one of the 
biggest decisions for a couple. 

Many of the wineries and vine-
yards of the Yadkin Valley play 
host to multiple weddings a year. 
Couples may choose to have their 
wedding and/or reception at a 
winery for various reasons, but 
most, said winery owner Lenna 
Hobson, love the atmosphere of a 
winery or vineyard.

“There’s a romance and a 
mystique attached to wineries 
and that’s part of what helps to 
bring people to the Yadkin Val-
ley,” Hobson said. Hobson and 
her husband Frank are the owners 
of RagApple Lassie Vineyard and 
Winery in Boonville.

“It’s romance, pure and simple. 
It’s a centuries old mystique that 
weddings and love and romance 
pairs with perfectly,” Hobson 
said.

While some of the couples who 
have been married at RagApple 
Lassie found the location by hap-
penstance, Hobson said many 
have a connection with the win-
ery in some way. Several couples 
got engaged at the winery and 
returned to have their wedding 
or reception there. Hobson said 
they often return every year to 
celebrate their anniversary at the 
winery as well.

When a unique building adja-
cent to their property became 
available a few years ago, the own-
ers of Hanover Park in Yadkinville 
added on a special space just for 
weddings and other events. Amy 
Helton, who owns the winery 
along with her husband, said the 
new space has been a big hit with 
brides. Having a space separate 
from their winery tasting room 
also allows a lot of flexibility for 
couples to decorate and prepare 
their space in advance of the cer-
emony or reception.

Helton said couples who have 
been married at Hanover Park 

Vineyard weddings in the Yadkin Valley
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A newlywed couple  
at Elkin Creek Vineyard.
Photos courtesy  
of Jennifer K Photography
www.jenniferkphotography.com
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have been from all across the state 
of North Carolina and some from 
out of state as well. The unique 
setting of the vineyard provides a 
scenic place for a couple’s special 
day.

Those scenic views showcasing 
the beauty of nature get in the 
blood for some, including Jen-
nifer and Nick White. In October 
of 2008, the couple said their 
“I dos” at Elkin Creek Vineyard 
where they became friends with 
the owner. Now, the couple, along 
with their friends Louis and Car-
rie Jeroslow, own the vineyard.

“Elkin Creek Vineyard speaks 
to couples who are looking for a 
wedding venue that showcases 
nature, is secluded, but is not 
remote or hard to get to,” said 
Louis Jeroslow. “The site of a 
Historic Grist Mill built in 1896, 
our special location features two 
creeks flowing through the prop-
erty. One of our most sacred and 
symbolic places at Elkin Creek 
Vineyard is where the two creeks 
join together to form one. This 
extraordinary setting can host 
very intimate ceremonies and 
larger-scale celebrations.

“Elkin Creek Vineyard embod-
ies the elegant-rustic qualities that 
are now so highly sought after,” 
Jeroslow added. “We have worked 
very hard to create wedding pack-
ages that are completely scalable 
to the size needed. We often 
provide an all-inclusive wedding 
experience to private elopements 
and can also host weddings up to 
well over 100 guests. The flexibil-
ity and personal touches are what 
really attract couples to want to 
have their wedding here.”

Local wedding photographer 
Jennifer Kleinheksel has photo-
graphed multiple weddings at 
Elkin Creek and other area vine-
yards. She said a vineyard setting 
for a wedding makes for beautiful 
images which will be treasured 
for years to come.

“I love photographing wed-
dings at our area vineyards and 
wineries because I get to be a 
part of one of the most important 
days in someone’s life and at a 
beautiful location,” Kleinheksel 
said. “There is so much love and 
joy that is part of the day and it 
is a true honor to be the one to 
capture it all. It is my job to not 
just be taking photographs of 
the day, but to actually capture 
the essence and feelings that the 
couple felt so that every time 
they look back at their images, 
they will be able to relive and feel 
those feelings all over again.”

For couples looking to tie the 
knot at a Yadkin Valley vineyard, 
the best place to start is visiting 
area vineyards to get a feel for 
the setting. Most area vineyards 
also have information available on 
their websites or by contacting 
the location regarding wedding 
and reception options.

Kitsey Burns Harrison may be reached 
at 336-679-2341 or on Twitter @
RippleReporterK.

2249 Buck Shoals Rd, Hamptonville, NC 27020
(704) 953-2193
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Mary and Blake Johnson in the 
vineyard at Raffaldini.

Photos courtesy of Hanover Park Vineyard
A bride and groom say their “I dos” in the event space at Hanover Park Vineyard 
in Yadkinville.
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Vineyards and wineries throughout the 
Yadkin Valley region offer great options for 
weddings and receptions and the newest 
to join in those offerings is Roaring River 
Vineyards, located at 493 Brewer Mill Road in 
Traphill.

Nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, in 
the shadow of Stone Mountain, Roaring River 
Vineyards is reminiscent of a French vineyard 
transported to the foothills of the Carolinas. 
The majestic beauty and melodious sounds of 
the Roaring River provide a lovely backdrop 
for weddings.

Owners Thomas and Joséphine Silvey said 
they initially bought the property with the 
simple plan of building a weekend getaway 
for their family. As they began to work on the 
property, Joséphine Silvey suggested planting 
a few grapevines to remind her of her native 
France, and after a course in Viticulture and 
Enology at Surry Community College, the 
Silvey’s dream of a full-fledged vineyard began 
to take shape.

Joséphine Silvey grew up near the 
Champagne region in France and Tom Silvey, 
the mountains of eastern Tennessee. “After 
our careers and lives took us all over the 
world, we have returned to Roaring River 
— a place that reminds us both of coming 
home,” Joséphine Silvey said.

The European flavor is evident from the 
moment a person drives through the stately 
stone entrance and sycamore-lined trees that 
lead the visitor to his or her final destination.

The specially constructed events venue 
built in 2014 is aptly named The Gathering 
Place. It is a unique and breathtaking venue 
for any special occasion, and is especially 
ideal for weddings. The riverside reception 
pavilion has a large dance floor and stage 
which accommodates larger events. It also 
includes the Serendipity cabin for two nights, 

making the wedding a weekend event. The 
outdoor venue is open April 15 through Oct. 
31 and can accommodate 150 people.

There is a wedding pergola which has been 
constructed under a canopy of trees. This 
outdoor cathedral is perfect for a memorable 
wedding ceremony or vow renewal service.

There are picturesque sitting areas 
edged by a rose garden and indoor/outdoor 
fireplaces. The indoor event venue has a 
covered patio and large open air deck which 
overlooks the river. This is an ideal place 
to serve refreshments after the wedding 
ceremony while the bridal party poses for 
pictures.

The vineyard itself is an excellent backdrop 
for wedding photography as well.

“There are many spots that make for 
great photo opportunities,” the Silveys 
said. “The historic ruins, riverside scenery, 
stately entrance gates, the ponds and the 
grapevines, just to name a few. Professional 

photographers book photography sessions on 
our vineyards for engagements, weddings and 
family portraits.”

Roaring River Vineyards also offers guests 
a variety of attractions and accommodations 
to suit every visitor, whether it’s an afternoon 
visit or a longer stay, The Lodgings are 
vacation rentals which include three well 
appointed units and a cabin overlooking the 
Roaring River. These can be booked by going 
to www.VRBO.com, Units 437203, 437950, 
and 513211. These accommodate two guests 
each and larger units are being planned in the 
future.

The Wine Tasting Room at the vineyard is 
slated to open in March 2016 and was built on 
the historic site of the Brewer Mills. A dam 
operated the gristmill on one side of the river 
and the sawmill on the other side. The great 
flood of June 1940 completely destroyed the 
dam, and damaged both mills rendering them 
inoperable. The miller’s cabin dating back to 
1793 still remains standing to this day due 
to its higher elevation. The covered patio is 
the best place to view the historic site from a 
three-story vantage point.

The first Vitis Vinefera was planted in 2009 
with additional plantings each succeeding 
year. The Silveys, very interested in 
trufficulture, also planted two acres of truffle-
producing trees in 2008 and are looking 
forward to discover the signs that indicate the 
presence of truffles eight years in the making. 
The vineyard is now producing wines in 
the French style: Chambourcin, Traminette, 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Viognier and 
Chardonnay and a few sweet wines.

For more information about weddings and 
events at Roaring River Vineyards, visit www.
roaringrivervineyards.com or call 336-790-
8888.

Weddings at Roaring River Vineyards

From the deck of The Gathering 
Place at Roaring River Vineyards, 
visitors can watch Roaring River’s 
waters flow by.
Cindy Bryant | The Tribune

Cindy Bryant | The Tribune
The Gathering Place at Roaring River Vineyards 
provides a locale for a couple’s big day.
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The wedding photography survival guide

The do’s and don’ts
By Ryan DeCosta
rdecosta@civitasmedia.com

As the saying goes, a picture is worth a thou-
sand words, but when it comes to wedding 
photography it is worth as much as much 
$10,000. If a couple wants solid photography, 
here are some of the dos and don’ts that will 
make their wedding experience that much 
nicer for them, and their wallet.

DON’T — Bring a buddy, or someone from 
the newspaper to do photography. What one 
gives is what he or she gets, and hiring some-
one on the basis of the fact that they take 
good photos runs the risk of a bad experience.

DO — Hire a professional. Those with years 
of experience in their craft will understand a 
couple’s goals, and more likely than not, have 
the ability to meet or exceed them. Accord-
ing to numerous sources, the price point 
for a wedding photography can vary from 
anywhere from $2,500 to $10,000. A good 
baseline average for a wedding photographer 
is 10 to 15 percent of a total budget. (Source: 
snapknot.com, Keyword: Wedding Photogra-
phy Prices)

DON’T — Do not be lazy in researching for a 
photographer. Simply looking for the cheapest 
photographer limits a couple’s options greatly.

DO — Break down the photographers by 
their actual photography. Say, for instance, 
photographers John Smith and Jane Doe offer 
photography packages, each for $3,000. Pay-
ing for John Smith includes eight hours worth 
of photography, which should cover the dress, 
ceremony, afterparty, etc. Jane Doe’s package 
includes 500 photos throughout the entire 
ceremony. To find the better deal, Christine 
Lee Smith of Christine Lee Smith Photogra-
phy says, “The better question is whose pho-
tographs do you like more? It may be worth it 
to get less now, and have photographs that are 

worth saving later.” (Source: sheknows.com)

DON’T — Assume the venue allows for 
photography, or for the use of flashes. This 
applies especially to churches, many of which 
see the ceremony itself as holy and do not 
allow for photography during it. This can 
cause both the photographer, and the couple 
unneeded stress on their special day.

DO — Call ahead. No matter the venue, it is 
best to call ahead to know when and where 

photos can be taken. If the couple is going to 
be paying upwards of $10,000, it is best to 
take those five minutes to be sure the photog-
rapher can capture the moments they will be 
looking back at for years.

DON’T — Wait until the last minute before 
telling a photographer the schedule for the 
wedding.

DO — Communicate with him or her through-
out the scheduling process. Some of the 
toughest times to shoot are in the middle 
of the day. The sun can create a harsh glare 
which even in post-editing is tough to fix.

DON’T — Pose, with exception to portraits 
with families as necessary. In reality, posing 
can look awkward.

DO — Relax and have fun. A wedding is as 
much of a celebration as it is the bonding of 
two families together, so act like it. When 
those involved are just being themselves, the 
candid photography will look so much bet-
ter. If it feels forced, it is a waste of a photo. 
(Source: Offbeatbride.com, Keyword: Wed-
ding Photographer Secrets)

DON’T — Wait until the last minute to book a 
photographer.

DO — Lastly, book a photographer as far 
in advance as possible. If possible, a couple 
should meet the photographer a few months 
out and plan out what kinds of shots they do 
and do not like. It will also allow them the 
chance to know if a couple will get along with 
the photographer, lay out the contract togeth-
er, and make the experience significantly less 
stressful. A couple will have more fun, and it 
will show in the photography they will want 
to keep for a lifetime. (Source: begrouptlv.
com, Keyword: Wedding Photography Do’s 
Don’ts)

Ryan deCosta can be reached at 336-258-4052 or via 
Twitter @rsdecosta.

Jennifer Kleinheksel | Jennifer K Photography
Making sure the venue allows for photography 
during the ceremony is extremely important.
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Something borrowed, something blue
By Kitsey Burns Harrison
kburns@civitasmedia.com

As the old adage goes, “some-
thing old, something new, some-
thing borrowed, something blue” 
are some of the suggestions for 
bridal accessories, but that’s far 
from an exhaustive list. Of course 
the dress is really the star of the 
show when it comes to bridal fash-
ion, but the right accessories can 
complete the picture perfect bride.

Erin Blakley, hair and makeup 
artist and owner of Glass Door 
Salon in Winston-Salem, has 
worked with hundreds of brides 
over the years. She said most 
brides today try to honor the old 
saying, but also they just go with 

accessories they like and best fit 
the style of their wedding.

“Most brides are choosing things 
they like as opposed to ‘something 
blue,’ but still incorporating it. 
Some choose to use a brooch with 
a blue stone, use a blue garter or 
sew a patch of their dad or grand-
dad’s blue shirt into the underneath 
of their dress,” Blakley said.

Bride Elise Brown has a special 
fabric heart made from pieces of 
her mother’s, aunt’s and grand-
mother’s wedding gowns that she 
had with her on her wedding day.

Incorporating special family piec-
es is still very much a key theme 
for brides today, said Vicki Hen-
drix, manager at Southern Bride in 
Yadkinville.

Hendrix said tradition is still a 
very big part of bridal fashion and 
especially when it comes to the 
accessories.

“Girls are using a lot of tradition 
in their weddings, they’re incorpo-
rating a lot of elements that may be 
from their mother or grandmother 
in jewelry, most classic is pearls.”

Hendrix said most brides are 
staying away from “really blinged 
out” bridal jewelry and are opting 
for simple necklaces and earrings 
and possibly a bracelet. Again, a 
piece of jewelry from a family mem-
ber is often a popular choice.

Aside from the dress itself, the 
veil is the most iconic bridal acces-
sory, and Blakley and Hendrix said 
veils are still very popular. While 

most brides are opting out of a veil 
covering the face, the veil is still 
very much a popular wedding day 
accessory.

“Veils are coming back,” Hendrix 
said. “There’s a new veil that I love. 
This is a new trend in veils, called 
an oval veil.”

The oval-shaped veil can be worn 
as a two-layer veil or with the top 
portion over the face in the blusher 
style. Hendrix said some brides do 
still tend to favor the blusher, over 
the face style veil, but most are 
going away from that tradition.

“Brides are also opting to wear 
their veils underneath their up 
dos,” Blakley added.

Veils come in many different 
styles and lengths from short veils 

Photo credit Max Cohen of cohenstudios.com.
Sparkling hair accessories and shoes with a 
pop of color are some of the most popular 
current trends in bridal fashion.

Photo credit Max Cohen of 
cohenstudios.com.

Bridesmaid gifts in colors matching 
the wedding theme.

Photo credit Max Cohen of 
cohenstudios.com.

Bride Derrika Wright shows 
off her engagement ring.

Courtesy photo
Adding a belt to wedding gowns is a popular 
new trend in bridal fashion. | Photo credit 
Kunal Mehta of Events by SPL.
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which just cover a small portion of 
the head like a birdcage veil all the 
way to a cathedral-length veil.

A fingertip-length veil is one 
of my most common for today’s 
brides, Hendrix said. Veils which 
incorporate some sparkle on them, 
usually by way of small crystals or 
beads, are also a popular style.

Blakley and Hendrix said while 
the veil is still popular, not all 
brides choose to wear one.

“Other alternatives to veils are 
heirloom brooches, headbands, 
feathers, flowers, ribbon and even 
costume jewelry such as necklaces 
are being used in the hair,” Blakley 
said.

Hendrix also said a little sparkle 
in the hair is certainly a popular 
trend for today’s brides.

When it comes to veils and hair-
styles for the wedding day, Blakley 
said what’s most important is that 
the bride feels like herself. “As far 
as choosing what style looks best, I 
say always go with what you feel is 
you. If you never wear your hair up, 
don’t do it on your wedding day.”

Blakley also recommends trying 
several different hairstyles and hair 
accessories in advance.

“Have several trial runs in place 
so you can see different options 
and see what you feel most com-
fortable in,” she suggested. “I’ve 
done several trial runs on brides 

and when we finally get the look, 
it’s an ‘ah’ moment, like ‘this is 
me.’”

As for accessories, Blakley said 
this same rule applies, a bride 
should go with what makes her feel 
good and also pairs best with the 
theme and style of the wedding.

“You have to go with what 
matches you and your theme,” 
Blakley said. “You don’t want to 
put flowers in your hair if you are 
not using flowers anywhere else in 
your wedding. Everything needs 
to coordinate together. Wearing a 
rhinestone belt with your dress? 
Stick a rhinestone clip above your 
veil.”

Belts which add a pop of color 
and sparkle to the wedding gown 
are extremely popular now, Hen-
drix said.

When it comes to hair and 
makeup for the big day, Blakley 
said she highly recommends brides 
work with a professional stylist to 
ensure they look the best on their 
special day.

“Having a professional on hand 
the day of is a really great idea, 
with that being said, you also need 
to have some sort of a relationship 
with that person so they are not 
flying blind. If you do not have a 
regular stylist, seek someone out in 
advance so they have a little time 
to get to know you and try differ-

ent styles. If you are a great stylist 
for yourself and love the way you 
do your own hair, then go for it! 
You know what you like more than 
anyone.”

Even for those who may be com-
fortable doing their own hair, hav-
ing a professional stylist on hand 
can ensure the bride can relax and 
focus on the special.

“Having a stylist takes the 
weight off your shoulders, espe-
cially if you’ve met with them and 
nailed down the details,” Blakley 
said. “We can also deter people 
from bombarding you with ques-
tions and pulling you to look at 
things whilst trying to get ready!”

For those planning to use a pro-
fessional hair and makeup artist for 
their wedding day, Blakley recom-
mends booking as soon as possible.

“I always suggest to start look-
ing right away, that way you have 
ample time to meet with several 
stylists to find your perfect fit, then 
from there, ample time to find your 
perfect look,” Blakley said.

When it comes to other bridal 
accessories, like shoes, Hendrix 
said the new trend is to wear a 
shoe with a pop of color. The day 
of the plain satin pump are long 
gone.

Recent brides Bee Moradi and 
Derrika Wright both chose a col-
ored shoe to pair with their wed-

ding gowns.
“I chose red shoes because I 

wanted a bold, bright surprise 
under all that tradition,” Moradi 
said. “For the past couple of years, 
red has been my favorite color so 
even though we ended up eloping, 
we used black, white, and red as 
the theme for a barbecue that we 
hosted for our bridal party.”

Wright’s wedding colors were 
gray and orange so she chose a 
gray shoe to wear.

“The gray shoes took me forever 
to find, but were well worth the 
wait. I wanted something that 
matched my colors, were suede, 
comfortable, and low. The appli-
ques are actually rings that I found 
and cut down to attach myself. I 
really wanted pieces with details 
that matched my dress. It has intri-
cate beading and a classic look, so I 
thought these were perfect.”

When it comes to bridal fashion 
for today, brides really seem to be 
going with a theme of “something 
old and something new.” While 
tradition still plays a big part in the 
choices bride’s make for their spe-
cial day, they also are choosing new 
styles that best reflect their own 
personality.

Kitsey Burns Harrison may be reached 
at 336-679-2341 or on Twitter @
RippleReporterK. 
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