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By Wendy Byerly Wood 
wbyerly-wood@civitasmedia.com 

As it completes its 15th year of giving Surry County 
students an inside, up-close look at facets of life in the 
county — from business to health to tourism and more 
— Youth Leadership Surry came to Elkin Thursday during 
its final program of the year before the end-of-program 
banquet to be held in December.

The participants will end the program as seniors, but 
began as juniors during the 2014-15 school year. Each 
month they gather at various locations in the county to 
get a glimpse of how government operates, popular visi-
tor sites, to tour the jail and see how a courtroom works, 
to learn about businesses and how they operate from 
small to large corporate entities, to spend a day learning 
about and giving back to nonprofits in the community 
and more.

A new group of juniors will attend the December ban-
quet as they begin their year-long journey through the 
county.

Thursday, the seniors spent the morning touring Hugh 
Chatham Memorial Hospital to learn about health service 
in the community and what the Elkin hospital and its 
system of providers offer residents.

The final stop for the day was actually in Yadkin County 
at the Jonesville distribution center for PVH, Phillips Van 
Heusen. The Youth Leadership Surry program is spon-
sored by Surry County Economic Development Partner-
ship. PVH is in the Yadkin Valley Chamber of Commerce’s 
service area, explained Patsy Burguess, career and 
technical education and career development coordinator 
for Elkin City Schools.

Close-up look at downtown Elkin businesses
The Youth Leadership Surry students, five or six from each 

of the county’s traditional high schools, were treated to a 

tour of The Liberty building and a pizza buffet lunch from 
222 Public House’s brick oven.

Cicely McCulloch, owner of The Liberty, spent time giving 
the students a history of the building, which was a cash and 
carry that had been left empty for a number of years.

“When the bridge was torn down, it became an opportu-
nity,” McCulloch told them. “I knew I needed to have rent to 
pay for it, so the restaurant owners at 21 & Main came to me 
and said let’s partner, and they are my caterers” for events 
in the building.

On the main level there is 222 Public House, owned and 
operated by Jeff and Erika Gibbs; the Roth Room, which is 
a smaller meeting room; and Coley Hall, the larger banquet 
room which can hold up to 550 people. The basement 
features a yoga studio, offices which are rented out, and in 
the near future will be the home of Angry Troll Brewery and 
its tasting room.

McCulloch said she would love to see more of the base-
ment utilized by possibly an outdoor outfitter style opera-
tion with bike, kayak and canoe sales and rentals.

She said despite going to college for marketing, she 
wasn’t very good at marketing The Liberty, and she wants 
to see its use grow. “I have weddings booked until 2017, but 
not every weekend. The goal is to have it booked every week-
end,” she told the students.

The students heard from McCulloch and from 222 Public 
House owner Erika Gibbs how difficult and dedicated one 
has to be to operate their own business, from the many 
permits it’s taken a year to secure just to get Angry Troll 
Brewery operating, to the hours of work it takes to run a 
restaurant.

“It was going to be a $1 million project and it was $2 mil-
lion,” said McCulloch of The Liberty renovation project. “That 
was painful. I did get tax credits. They want you to take old 
buildings and make them right.”

When asked by a student why she closed Diana’s Book-
store, which was purchased and reopened farther down 

Main Street, she said, “It wasn’t an easy thing. It was very 
sad.

“There are all kinds of classes to learn how to open a 
business, how to get loans, but no one told me how to close 
it, sell it. I couldn’t afford to pay someone else to run it any-

more,” McCulloch said, noting that she found she couldn’t 
run it and run The Liberty.

“You have to plan for what you’re going to do,” she said.

Wendy Byerly Wood | The Tribune
Youth Leadership Surry students from East Surry High School get guidance on their end-of-program 
presentation from Danna Carpenter, East Surry and North Surry CTE and career development coordinator, 
while visiting The Liberty building in downtown Elkin Thursday.

Cicely McCulloch, right, owner of The Liberty in downtown Elkin, gives Youth Leadership Surry students 
a tour of the repurposed building, including history of the facility, what it is used for now and what it 
took to get it to its current state, Thursday during the group’s visit to Elkin, which included tours of Hugh 
Chatham Memorial Hospital and PVH in Jonesville. 

Wendy Byerly Wood | The Tribune
Erika Gibbs talks to Youth Leadership Surry students about what it takes to be an entrepreneur in the 
restaurant industry, while her husband, Jeff Gibbs, is seen in the background preparing the students’ 
lunch, 222 Public House brick-oven pizzas of all varieties.

Future leaders get glimpse of business in Elkin

See leaderS | 3
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As far as the Gibbses, Erika was able to share the history of 
their business and how 222 Public House came to be, while 
Jeff was in the kitchen cooking up pizzas in the brick oven for 
the students’ lunch.

“You can be anything you want to be,” said Erika Gibbs.
The couple moved from Charleston, South Carolina, to 

Elkin when her mother helped them get a loan to purchase 
the building at the corner of Main and Bridge streets and 
open 21 & Main Restaurant. She said working for someone 
else isn’t as satisfying, “if you work for yourself, if it breaks, 
you fix it, if we failed it was our fault, but if we made it, it was 
for us. You make it or break it on your own work ethic.”

Coming from a tourist primarily fine dining market to Elkin 
was something different. “We didn’t do enough research,” 
she said.

While 21 & Main was frequented by tourists, they found 
the Elkin market was missing a place for pizza and wings, 
said Gibbs.

As far as owning a store or restaurant and its offering to 
customers, she said, “Even if you like it, not everyone else 
will. There are a lot of stores you can open. I might like Prada, 
Guicci, Patagonia, but do you think it will fit here? A lot of 
folks here after the farming and textiles went away, they 
drive to Winston-Salem for jobs, so they are not here spend-
ing their money.”

For those students looking for opportunities, Gibbs told 
them there are plenty of chances for internships at 222 
Public House.

Students reflect on year of programming
During their lunch break, some of the students shared 

their thoughts and feedback on this year’s experiences with 
Youth Leadership Surry.

“I think it’s been really interesting. I was born here, but 
didn’t come back until my freshman year, so I didn’t knkow 
what was going on in the community,” said Ross Dezarn of 
East Surry High School. “If nothing else, it’s interesting to see 
what’s going on. I didn’t realize what was happening.”

North Surry’s Amy Cockerham said the program “helped 
me learn about a lot of things in the community happening 
… how things don’t just come together, but they take a lot of 
work and people coming together to make it happen.

“It’s definitely helped me realize I might like public rela-
tions or business,” she said, noting the medical field isn’t 
for her.

As far as other programs during the year, Cockerham said, 
“I thought forensics was cool, but working in a jail is not 
something I want to do.”

Tyler Eaton, an Elkin High School student, explained, “I’m 
learning a lot about Surry County itself — the different pro-
cesses that go on between the legal system, tourist attrac-
tions. It’s a good first step into the real world being exposed 
to these things.

“And I’m learning potentially what I want to do in the 
future,” he said.

For Surry Central High School’s Sydney Beacham, it’s given 
her a more refined decision on her future in the medical field. 
“It’s really helped me. At the start, I thought I wanted to go in 
the medical field, but it’s helped me learn I like the business 
side better,” she said.

“It also let me know what’s going on in other communities 
like Mount Airy and Elkin, because I’m in Dobson,” Beacham 
said, noting that if she does move back to Surry after college, 

she would likely be to Mount Airy or Elkin.
“I didn’t understand what went into making my community 

what it is and how much hard work went into it,” said Mount 
Airy High School participant Keara Halpern. “I accepted it for 
what it is.”

Halpern said she plans on going after leadership scholar-
ships to help fund college, and “I feel like this has given 
me what I need to achieve those. It made me a better well-

rounded leader as well.”
The nonprofit day program also led her to more volunteer-

ing opportunities. “I ended up volunteering with the non-
profit I went to over the summer. I did a lot of kids camps for 
the Surry Arts Council,” she said. “I wouldn’t have done that 
if it was for this program.”

00805840

259 PGW Drive
Elkin, NC 28621

Behind the new Walmart

Units for Persons with 
Disabilities Available

Now 
Leasing!! 

Cooper Terrace
Apartments

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

To prequalify call or stop by our office
Please call (336)258-8880
TDD/TYY 1-800-735-2962

1,2 and 3 Bedroom 
Units Available!

Yadkinville679-5627•MountAiry789-8220 
Elkin258-2505

www.wfunlimited.com

Excited to be back in Elkin 
Proudly serving Yadkin Valley 

area since 1987.

“The areas only local 
employment service”

00805838

From page 2

Leaders

Wendy Byerly Wood | The Tribune
The Surry Central High School Youth Leadership Surry participants work on their end-of-program 
presentation Thursday during a visit to The Liberty in downtown Elkin.
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1947-2015
Celebrating 68 years of excellence
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Stocks. Bonds. CDs. IRAs.
Mutual funds.

00805844

www.basincreekrealty.com

1338 N. Bridge St. Elkin, NC 28621 
(336) 835-3535 • (800) 835-8055
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Teresa Coe Ann Ashman Betty Jo Crouse Chee Sipes Karen Durham

00805841

& Marketing
768 Old Pipers Gap Rd

Cana, VA 24317
336-405-9246

 Gentry Family
Funeral Home

4517 Little Mountain Road
Jonesville, NC 28642

336-835-7111

Look who’s joined the Chamber
December 11th
10am-2pm Open House & Ribbon 
Cutting Surrey Bank & Trust

December 17th
Annual Christmas Social.  Fairfield Inn & 
Suites 5:30 – 7:30pm.

February 2nd
Business Academy
Social Media 7:30-9:30am
Fairfield Inn & Suites

April 1st & 2nd
Surry Old Time Fiddlers Convention.

April 5th
Business Academy: Hiring & Onboarding 
7:30am-9:30am Fairfield Inn & Suites

May 21st
Yadkin Valley Wine Festival

June 7th: Business Academy: Bidding/
Vendor Selection 7:30am-9:30am 
Fairfield Inn & Suites

Visit us on Facebook to check out a lot of 
member event pictures.

 Calendar Of Events

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

Events: All members are welcome to attend all events 
please RSVP by calling 336-526-1111



WINTER NEWSLETTERYadkin Valley Chamber of Commerce December 30, 2015    5

366-7577

SURRY 
MAINTENANCE 
SERVICE, INC.
*Contract Cleaning 

*Commercial Carpet Cleaning 
& Floor Care

0080585300805852

BFI
Basic Finance, Inc.

“Resident Lenders of North Carolina”

LOANS AVAILABLE  
RETAIL & PERSONAL

336-526-3400
262 East Main Street - Elkin, NC

Robby Miller  
Gary Hays

  Cameron Gunn
Dianne Pardue  
Lauren Giles
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The Yadkin Valley Chamber of Commerce hosts a free shred day for 
chamber members Monday in the parking lot of Town Hall. Members of 
the chamber, as well as paying nonmembers, lined up to drop off paper-
work which was shredded on site.

This Citizen was recognized by the Chamber for their outstanding
leadership, contribution and betterment of the Yadkin Valley Area.

Holly Lamm | Elkin TribuneFrank Hendrick

Fall 2015 Citizen of the Quarter Shredding day a success
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Tim Cook, Melissa Easter, Tina Longworth, Josh Oakes, Matt Reinhardt
email:info@cookinsurance.biz

336-526-2665
119 Valley Drive

Jonesville, NC 28642
(Beside Food Lion)

Call us for a Free No Obligation quote!

00805823

Cook Insurance Group, LLC

Members of the month
October: 

Speedy 
Chef

November: 
Workforce 
Unlimited

December: 
The 
Wildflowers 
Shop
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TERMITES
PEST CONTROL
WILDLIFE REMOVAL

336-526-6111
ridabuginc.com
800-682-5901

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS in the YADKIN VALLEY this year
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Maki ng a di f f e r e nc e  i n t he  c ommuni t i e s  we  s e r ve !  Making a difference in the communities we serve! 00805831

4 | Chamber Newsletter, Fall 2015

336-526-2665

119 Valley Drive

Call us for a free, no-obligation quote!
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DAVID H. CLINE, IV, D.D.S., P.A.
Family Dentistry

accepting new patients

(336) 835-2725

500 parkwooD meDical park

elkin, north carolina 28621

We believe every smile is beautiful.
Full Color, High Resolution Digital Printing

•  Newsletters •  Posters
•  Brochures •  Indoor Signs
•  Postcards •  And Much More. . .GRAPHICS

When it comes to printing, 
we don’t clown around!

Yadtel® Graphics
Teresa Mathis • Marketing Project Coordinator
(336) 463-5010 • tmathis@yadtel.com

SUPPLEMENTAL INSURANCE   Health | Accident | Disability | Life

Davis Woodru� 
Your Local Combined Insurance Agent 

I have a plan for you. 336-473-5526

WE PAY CASH 
DIRECTLY TO 

YOU

That’s right, we pay cash directly 
to you when you need it the most! 
Whether you are sick or injured and can’t work, or 
you want additional protection for your loved 
ones in case of serious illness or death, Davis 
Woodru� , one of Combined Insurance’s helpful 
agents, will work closely with you to help get you 
the right coverage at the right price.

STP-AD-0113 Combined Insurance Company of America, Chicago, IL            www.combinedinsurance.com

SHOP ONLINE 24/7 at www.Soyworx.com or visit our store at 
1821 Hwy 67 in Jonesville just east of Cracker Barrel, across from 67 Hardware

(336) 835-1220  sales@soyworx.com

®

Thursday - Saturday 10AM - 4PM

Cool Down this Summer with Some Fresh Summer 
Fragrances! Ahh!!! Spa, Cedarwood Vanilla or Wicked 
Watermelon just to name a few!  All available as Jars, 
Wax Tart Melts, Fragrance Sprays & Fragrance Oils. 

Plus check out the much anticipated Terra 
Cotta Potta!  A reusable - refillable - VERY 

GREEN Car Air Freshener!Available in 
Jars, Tarts, Tealights, Sprays & Oils!

Check out our Christmas In July 
sale during the entire month of July.  

Some amazing deals 
EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY in JULY!

New Fall Candle Fragrances:
Pumpkin Vanilla & Pumpkin Spice Latte

Soyworx Now Carries
Greenwich Bay Trading

Company Soaps & Lotions!

Available in 8oz jars that burn 35 - 45 hours, Tealights that 
burn 6 - 10 hours, Tarts that last 35 - 45 hours depending 

on the type of tart warmer, fragrance sprays & oils!

Store Hours: Fridays & Saturdays 11 - 6

00805835

Now open for business

393 CC Camp Rd.
Elkin, NC
(336) 526-1803

00805863

Chamber Ribbon Cuttings

Elkin insurancE labEl shoppErsurrEy bank

hugh chatham Dobson urgEnt carEDiana’s books & morE
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ARK fundraiser a success
By Kitsey Burns Harrison - kburns@yadkinripple.com

Organizers said they were extremely pleased with the turnout and par-
ticipation in the second annual Cardboard City fundraiser for The ARK. 
The area homeless shelter for women and families began the event 
last year, but it’s about more than just being a fundraiser. “It’s a way 
to raise money for The ARK , a fun way, but it’s also a way to let people 
experience, just for three hours, what it might be like to have to stay 
outside for those folks that live on the street and don’t have a shelter to 
go to or a warm place to be,” explained ARK founder and event organizer 

Jane Motsinger. “I just want to thank the community for just having a 
good time and coming out and doing this and for all the volunteers for 
doing this.”

This year 32 volunteers created mock houses out of cardboard at Elkin 
Municipal Park which were to serve as their home for a few hours on a 
chilly November evening. By raising $500 the volunteers could leave 
early or they had to stay in their cardboard homes until 8 p.m

Motsinger said that this year’s participants went all out in creating their 
cardboard homes. From a church with a steeple to a hobbit home, there 
were some unique cardboard creations on display. “People really got 
into it this year with their boxes,” Motsinger said. “Last year we were 
pretty pitiful to be honest.” Despite that, Motsinger said last year’s 
fundraiser brought in $20,000 and this year’s event was on track to 
raise even more.

Allen Parsons, pastor of Abstract Church, had gone all out to create 
his cardboard home for the night. He said the event was not only for a 
great cause, but a good opportunity to fellowship with the community 
at large. “There’s just something that comes in unity when people can 
gather, I think that’s good for our community, but too, the cause is awe-
some,” Parsons said.

Abstract Church has partnered with The ARK for several events and 
Parsons said they had seen firsthand the need in the community.
“There’s so much need. There’s so many that go to bed hungry. There’s 
so many that don’t have a place to stay and I think the biggest thing I 
wish we could do is give them more opportunities. I wish we could get it 
to where it expands even more,” he said.

Faith Mayberry, who works for The ARK, had her grandchildren out at 
the event. Autumn and Mollie Longworth had a lovely cardboard prin-
cess house. Mayberry said she thought it was important for the children 
to learn at an early age about the importance of helping those in need. 
“They’re fortunate, but there’ so many that are less fortunate,” she said.

Kasey Nowalk, who had one of the most unique cardboard houses at the 
event — modeled after a Hobbit hole from the well-known J.R. Tolkien 
books, also said she thought it was an important event to bring aware-
ness to the issue of homelessness. Nowalk works at the Elkin library, 
which also did some events earlier this month focusing on the issue of 
homelessness. “I was excited to do it,” Nowalk said of Cardboard City. 
“There’s just a big need to be aware that everyone deserves a comfort-
able place to live. It’s a part of our safety, it’s a part of our well being. I 
think its important to be aware of that and realizing that we can do a lot, 
whether it’s donating money or just talking to people about the issues.”

Parsons summed up the feel of Cardboard City and how the event is all 
about coming together for the common good. “When we can set aside 
our differences, if we can separate what divides us and get behind what 
unites us, for us [at Abstract Church] sure, that’s the love of Christ, but 
overall that’s just overall human good,” Parsons said. “We can serve 
one another and if we can come together, it’s good for our community 
period, but it’s good for those who need it.”

To donate to The ARK visit www.thearkelkin.org or call 336-527-1637. 

Kitsey Burns Harrison may be reached at 336-679-2341 or on Twitter 
@RippleReporterK.

Animal Ark
Veterinary Hospital

Richard L. Brinegar, DVM
188 Claremont Drive Elkin, NC 28621

(336) 835-1082
animalarkelkin@yahoo.com

Dogs, Cats, Birds
Rabbits, Ferrets

Convenience of early morning
and Saturday hours.

Drop-offs and Emergency
Services available. www.animalarkelkin.com

“All the love and care your pet needs to stay healthy”

00805829 00805828
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536-HEAT (4328)
WE SERVICE ALL BRANDS

CHC&

Custom Heating 
& Cooling Inc.

CALL STEVE & DARLA PARKER TO 
SUMMER READY YOUR HOME!!

IS YOUR AC UNIT READY FOR SUMMER? 
LET US CHECK FOR YOU. 

Serving Surry, Yadkin & Wilkes 00805842

Volunteers go all out at Cardboard City

It’s no surprise that Kasey Nowalk, who works at the Elkin 
library, chose a literary theme- a hobbit hole from the J.R.Tolkien 
books - for her cardboard home at the annual Cardboard City 
fundraiser for The ARK.

Volunteers roam about Cardboard City as the temperatures 
begin to drop.
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$5 OFF Any PurchAse
OF $5 Or MOre*

*Must present to redeem,
good on any purchase of $5 or more.

No cash value.
Cannot be combined with other offers.

Offer good thru 3/31/16

1401-B 2nd Street 
North Wilkesboro, 

NC 28659 
336-835-9393 

www.windowworld.com

Ask 
about 0% 
financing 
available 

thru 
Dec. 31, 2013
*with approved credit

LIFETIME 

WARRANTY

Including labor & 

glass breakage Window World offers exceptional customer service, 
quality products, lifetime warranties, and the 

attention to detail that you’ve come to expect from the Window World 
brand. Not only do we provide the finest products at the 

lowest possible price, but we use American made materials. 
We understand that America works Best when America works. 

That’s why all our Energy Saving Products are made here - in America.

Call to schedule your Free in-home estimate today!

00805826

Yadkin Valley United Fund exceeds 2016 campaign goal
By Wendy Byerly Wood - wbyerly-wood@civitasmedia.com

The Yadkin Valley United Fund, backed by pledges and donations from 
individuals and businesses in the Tri-County region, met, and exceeded, its 
$150,000 goal for this year’s annual fund campaign.

This is the first time in many years the united fund has met its goal, said 
David Steelman, executive director of the YVUF. “We’ve had people give who 
have never given before,” he said in announcing the feat this week. “We have 
had a 95 percent positive response, and it’s been great. It makes me want 
to do it again.”

As of Wednesday, the YVUF raised more than $168,000, reported Steelman. 
“We should end up $170,000 plus once all is accounted for.” Thursday night 
large red magnets were added to the campaign thermometers positioned 
at intersections and locations around Elkin and Jonesville announcing “We 
Made It!” “We” doesn’t just mean the YVUF, it means the community.
“The hospital did four times more than in the past,” said Steelman of some 
of the factors contributing to the fund’s success. “Get the hospital employ-
ees fired up and it spreads in the community.”

Since being named executive director May 1, Steelman lead the YVUF full 
force. “I never dreamed that raising money for 25 nonprofit organizations 
in the Yadkin Valley would be this much fun,” he said. “The response of the 
businesses and individuals have been fantastic. We have had about 20 new 
businesses and 30 new individuals who have never given before.

“Twelve corporations or businesses have allowed us to do payroll deduction 
for their employees. New giving amounts were the highest ever in almost all 

of these businesses. PVH, Hugh Chatham Memorial Hospital, G&B Energy, 
Weyerhaeuser, Duke Energy, Elkin City Schools, town of Elkin, Bridges 
School, MVP International and Yadkin Bank were the leaders in payroll 
deduction employees drives,” said Steelman.

He said the YVUF board members “did so many little things right,” from 
working with NuLine Printing to create a new brochure, to doing a better 
job of contacting businesses. “First of all, we had a great board. I don’t 
think we’ve had this kind of board with the clout and experience to make 
things happen,” Steelman said. “I have gone to see 30 to 40 businesses on 
my own.”

“In my opinion, it is the board who had the wisdom to hire David Steelman 
as director, and then things came together,” said Ann Ashman, president of 
the YVUF board. “We need to remember those 25 agencies do great things 
in our community, and we have more need in our community. And I like to 
think people are reaching deeper in their pockets and are more receptive 
to the needs.”

With the agencies supported through the united fund, such as Tri-County 
Christian Ministry, Grace Clinic and The ARK, the three agencies which 
receive the most funding, Ashman said, “One donation can reach so many 
people. “They each serve hundreds and reach not only the communities 
listed, but reach out farther.”

Steelman said in looking back over his first six months, YVUF did a lot of 
things right, which made for the successful campaign. “I credit this year’s 
board president, Ann Ashman, with great leadership and passion. The other 
board members who have taken the YVUF to the next level include Ginger 

Isenhoward, Barry Cleary, Kristi Eidson, Steve Owings, Nathan Lewis, Craig 
Caudill, Holly Lamm, Laura Oakes, Ron Jester, Frankie Pardue, Leon Basker-
ville, Phyllis Harris, Wayne Moore and Kathy Poteate.”

Other contributors and supporters to the campaign included the 14 locally-
owned restaurants who took part in the “Dine Out for the Fund” week in 
August, G&B Energy for its “Irons in the Fire” golf tournament in September 
at Cedarbrook Country Club, Elkin Elementary School’s penny campaign, 
Century 21, The Tribune and WIFM, Steelman said. Another contributor is 
local artist John Furches, who annually donates prints of his artwork to sup-
port the fund campaign. He said he even received a donation from someone 
who designated through the Greater Triangle United Fund in the Raleigh area 
for their contribution to come to the YVUF.

“Our community has suffered a loss of jobs, and we have higher unemploy-
ment and the median income is lower, so our need is greater,” Ashman said, 
adding she believes the increase giving this year “is a sign of recognition 
that we are coming back.” “After talking to so many people, just about every-
body is going to hire someone,” said Steelman. “It is a sign our economic 
environment is a little better.”

And YVUF is “committed to making them better,” Ashman said. “We’re reach-
ing out, we want to make people’s lives better through these 25 agencies.
“We hope we’ll build on this and the enthusiasm will move into next year,” 
she said.

A recognition program will be held in the spring for those individuals and 
businesses who gave $500 or more. “We would love to have people come to 
our event, it’s not too late to give,” Ashman said. “And we hope everyone in 

the community will support those who are supporting the united fund.”
The YVUF serves the communities of Arlington, Elkin, Jonesville, Mountain 
Park, Ronda, State Road, Thurmond and Traphill. In addition to the 25 agen-
cies served, three scholarships are awarded each year, one each to a student 
at East Wilkes, Elkin and Starmount high schools.
Those interested in giving to this year’s campaign can do so by visiting 
yadkinvalleyunitedfund.org, emailing yadkinvalleyunitedfund@gmail.com or 
calling 336-469-2860.

David Steelman, executive director of the Yadkin Valley 
United Fund, places a large red magnet announcing the 
fund met its goal, and exceeded it, for the first time.
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              David & Janie Steelman

Denise Brown and Todd Tucker

Dr. Randy Bledsoe and Connie Song
Barbara & Steve Long

Dr. Randy Bledsoe and Kyle Hall

Jeff, Kristi, Chad, and Todd
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George Crater

Ken and George
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Mike and Teresa HesterJimmy and Don

Mike Bovender

Mike, Misty, and Matt
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By Wendy Byerly Wood
wbyerly-wood@civitasmedia.com

The newest branch of Mount Airy headquartered 
Surrey Bank & Trust opens for business Monday 
morning. Bank officials and community members 
gathered Friday for an official ribbon cutting and 
open house at the new location constructed at the 
corner of CC Camp Road and North Bridge Street.

Surrey Bank & Trust started its presence in Elkin 
three years ago when bank officials decided to open 
a loan office in Surry County’s second largest town, 
noted Ted Ashby, president of the bank.

“We started looking at our penetration in Surry 
County. We had three branches in Mount Airy and 
one in Pilot Mountain, and Elkin is the second larg-
est area in Surry County,” he said of the decision to 
branch out.

Bill Johnson, who was a member of the Surrey 
Bank Board of Directors loan committee, had 15 
years’ experience with Southern National Bank and 
he decided to leave the construction industry and get 
back into banking. Ashby said he was brought in as 
the city executive at the loan office.

“That was fortunate for us,” Ashby said.
“We’ve secured a large enough number of loans to 

make a branch profitable, so we thought it was time 
to offer a full service branch to the people in Elkin 
and get our roots deeper in Elkin,” Ashby said after 
the ribbon cutting ceremony.

He said one of the advantages of banking at Sur-
rey Bank is that most decisions about loans are made 
in the local branch with Johnson. “Most of the time 
you can get the answer that day,” Ashby said. “We 
think that makes a big difference in how you interact 
with customers and buy in.”

The move to open the new branch, which will be 
managed by Tammy Butcher, moves Surrey Bank to 
the third largest bank in Surry County, slightly behind 
Wells Fargo. BB&T is the largest bank, Ashby said. 
“Our branch network was not as large as there, so 
that’s what we’re trying to rectify.”

Just as the larger banks, Surrey Bank has online 
banking, mobile banking, bill pay, ATMS, “all the 
bells and whistles,” Ashby added. “The difference is 
if something goes wrong, we have someone there to 
fix it.”

He said, “We have a lot of confidence in what’s 
going on in Elkin.”

In addition to the new branch in Elkin, Surrey Bank 
opened a loan office in Wilkesboro in June.

“When you look at the socioeconomics, the people 

in Elkin and Wilkes County are similar to the rest of 
Surry County,” he said of the decision to continue 
expanding out N.C. 268. “They have a lot of the same 

core of beliefs of how we do business.”

Wendy Byerly Wood may be reached at 336-258-4035 
or on Twitter @wendywoodeditor.

526-1155
00805858

00805862

Ricky G. White
Project Manager

615 West Main Street
P.O. Box 100 Pilot Mountain, NC 27041
336-368-2788 • (Fax) 336-368-1001

www.garanco.com

00805861
00805857

Rentals & Sales
835-7368

Fax: 835-9295
1036 N. Bridge St. Elkin, 

NC 28621
Mon. - Fri. 7-5 • Sat. 7-1 

allstarrentals.nc@gmail.com
Locally owned & Operated 

by Joe Walker
Mastercard, American Express, Discover Card & Visa accepted

Professional Equipment for Professional Results

• Backhoes
• Trenchers
• Air Compressors
• Personal Lifts
• Saws & Drills
• Plumbing & Drills
• Tables, Tent, Chairs
• Tractors
• DeeJay Services

• Bobcats (Skid Steer)
• Pressure Washers
• Trailers
• Compaction Equipment
• Concrete & Masonry
• Pumps
• Scaffolding
• Flooring Tools
• Lawn & Garden

Wendy Byerly Wood | The Tribune
Mayor Lestine Hutchens and staff of the new Surrey Bank & Trust branch in Elkin cut the ribbon opening 
the facility at the corner of CC Camp Road and North Bridge Street Friday morning. The branch will open 
for business Monday.

Surrey Bank opens Elkin branch
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Propane, Fuel Oil, Fireplaces & Tankless Water Heaters
667 North Bridge St. • Elkin • 835-3607

"NC Based, Family Owned Since 1930"
00805860

00805859

00805854

2015 Yadkin Valley Chamber Champions
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00805856

14 | Chamber Newsletter, Fall 2015

Proudly serving the  
Yadkin Valley area since 1987.

Here to meet your employment needs
ELKIN OFFICE 

1459 N Bridge Street, Elkin, NC (336) 258-2505 

YADKINVILLE OFFICE 
331 West Maple Street, Yadkinville, NC (336) 679-5627 

MOUNT AIRY OFFICE 
1908 Caudle Drive, Suite 200, Mount Airy, NC (336) 789-8220

Mon - Fri 9-6, Sat 10-2

For all your wireless needs...

Foothills Market 
Shopping Center

113 Valley Drive • Jonesville

BRANCH from Page 7

Wendy Byerly Wood | Elkin Tribune
Sarah Byrd, right, and her 
granddaughter, Emily Jolly, walk 
through the white pine forest on 
what will be the Elkin to Stone 
Mountain trail being developed by 
the Elkin Valley Trails Association as 
part of the Mountains to Sea Trail.

Wendy Byerly Wood | Elkin Tribune
Tent sites offer plenty of shade, trees to hang hammocks, picnic 
tables and campfire rings at the new Byrd’s Branch Campground.

Wendy Byerly Wood | Elkin Tribune
Sarah Byrd, right, and her granddaughter, Emily Jolly, walk 
through the white pine forest on what will be the Elkin to 
Stone Mountain trail being developed by the Elkin Valley Trails 
Association as part of the Mountains to Sea Trail.

 On Saturday, September 12th the community welcomed the 

opening of a section from Grassy Creek Vineyard and Winery off 

Klondike Road in Elkin to Byrd’s Branch Campground located 

on Martin Byrd Road. This is a 1.5 mile walk across the newly 

constructed bridge over the rippling waters of Grassy Creek, 

through beds of wood ferns, and a grove of White Pines which has 

un-officially been named “The Enchanted Forest.” 

Hikes, and bicyclers are looking forward to many more miles of 
trails opening in the near future around the campground. 

 Whether you visit Byrd’s Branch Campground & Country Store 
for a brisk walk, or sit a spell on the front porch eating ice cream 
owners, Jerry and Sarah Byrd welcome you into the folds of a time 
when life moved a bit slower.

 For more information or to make a reservation call: 336-366-
9955 or visit our website at: www.ByrdsBranchCampground.com

Located at: 225 Martin Byrd Road, Elkin, NC 28621

00805855
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64

510 South Main Street, Dobson, NC 27017
(336) 356-8241

www.syemc.com

Serving Surry, Yadkin, Wilkes, Stokes & Forsyth Counties for Over 70 Years

00805865

Ground Breaking for SECU Hospice Home
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Thank you Yadkin Valley Area for voting 
us best internet provider in the 

Tribune’s Reader’s Choice Awards

0080582000805818

Oh my, doesn’t time fly by!! It is hard to believe the 
year 2015 has come and all but gone. The New Year 
marks the mid way point of the Chamber’s fiscal year 
and my tenure as Chair. Before looking forward to 2016 
I would like to stop and reflect on the past year and first 
thank our immediate past Chair Steve Owings for his 
dedicated and committed service to our Chamber.

His leadership during 2014/2015 continued to 
move the Chamber forward in meaningful ways. I first 
served on the Board of the Elkin-Jonesville-Arlington 
Chamber of Commerce beginning in 1993 and previ-
ously served as Chair in 1999/2000. After several years 
away, I rejoined the Board of the Yadkin Valley Chamber 
in 2014 and was asked to again serve as Chair for 
2015/2016.

My history with the Chamber in its early years, and 
now my renewed involvement many years later, gives 
me a unique perspective on the evolution of our Cham-
ber. I can tell you a lot more has changed over the years 
than just our name!

The Chamber has transformed itself into a focused, 
effective advocate for business and commerce in the 
Yadkin Valley. Through the leadership of our volunteer 

Board of Directors, the Chamber now hosts three highly 
successful festivals each year bringing thousands of 
visitors, and their dollars, to our community. We host 
numerous events for membership throughout the year 
providing educational and networking opportunities. 
We provide recognition and promotion of our Member 
businesses through ribbon-cuttings, member of the 
month recognition, annual Chamber awards, and our 
broadcast email service.

Our Chamber Ambassadors led by Nathan Lewis 
with PVH are the lifeblood of our organization providing 
enthusiastic support and participation in many areas 
impacting new member recruitment, existing member 
recognition, member retention and all Chamber activi-
ties. They serve as a shining example of wherein lies 
the strength of any Chamber of Commerce, member 
participation.

As we look forward to 2016, I would like to challenge 
the entire membership to follow the example of our 
Chamber Ambassadors and increase your business’s 
participation in Chamber activities. Not everyone 
needs to participate at the level of our enthusiastic 
Ambassadors but EVERY SINGLE MEMBER needs to 
participate. It is only through your participation that we 

can realize our full potential as the leading advocate for 
business and commerce in the Yadkin Valley.

So attend a networking lunch, come learn something 
new at an upcoming educational seminar, attend a Board 
luncheon, volunteer at one of our annual festivals, attend 
the annual meeting, encourage one of your employee to 
get involved in the Chamber, serve on the Board or as a 
vice-Chair, become Chair.  

Any and all these efforts by our broader membership 
will generate a huge combined impact. Increased atten-
dance at all events will greatly enhance the networking 
opportunities for all Member to promote their individual 
products and services to other Chamber members. 
These opportunities to network and promote your 
business provide one of the more significant benefits 
of Chamber membership. If you don’t participate, how 
can you possibly realize the greatest possible benefit of 
Chamber membership. In closing I would like to thank 
the staff of The Yadkin Valley Chamber of Commerce, 
Myra Cook and Misty Matthews. Without this dedicated 
team of professional ladies, the work of the Chamber 
would quickly grind to a halt. They handle all the heavy 
lifting and insure the effective implementation of the 
annual Plan of Work established by the Board.

If I missed you at our Annual Christmas Social at the 
Fairfield Inn (YOU should have been there), I would like to 
take this opportunity to wish you and your families all a 
safe and Happy Holiday Season.

I look forward to seeing you soon at the next Chamber 
event!!

Your Chairman,
Jeff

A Word from the Chair
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